THE CONNECTION

APRIL 2010
First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Rev. Jennifer Matison Juliano

4 Mead Street, Walton, NY  13856

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9-12

Pastor Jennifer’s Office Hours are available by appointment.

Please call 865-4066 or 865-7596
Church Email:  waltonucc@frontiernet.net
Church Website: www.uccwalton.com

~ WHAT’S NEW ~



Holy Week and Easter

Palm/Passion Sunday-March 28 at 11:00


A Service of Palms, Scripture, and Song

Maundy Thursday-April 1


A Simple Soup Supper at 6:00 


A Service of Shadows at 7:00

Good Friday-April 2


Community Good Friday Service at 1:00 at the First Baptist Church

Easter-April 4

Community Easter Sunrise Service at 6:30 a.m. at Harby Park (off of Stockton Avenue-Parking is available in the Riverside Alliance Church parking lot)


Community Easter Breakfast at 7:00 at the First Congregational Church


Easter Worship with Communion at 11:00

FITNESS CLASSES




Beginning March 23rd fitness classes will be held here at the First Congregational Church in the Fellowship Hall.  Classes are open to ages 16 and up, male or female, and are designed for all levels.  Classes run each Tuesday and Thursday from 6:15 pm – 7:00 pm.  For further information and registration contact Sara Hood, AFAA, at email: SarahHood09@gmail.com or phone:  607-435-1586.
If you stand still and watch the world go by, it will.

Reminisce

 WHAT’S HAPPENING ~
EASTER COMMUNITY BREAKFAST
(Location Change)



It is our turn to provide the Community Breakfast following the Sunrise Easter Service.  While the location was originally elsewhere, the breakfast will now be held here at the First Congregational Church.  There is a sign up sheet on the table outside the Parlor requesting pre-cooked breakfast casseroles and monetary donations.  Kitchen helpers and servers are also needed.  Please contact Judy Kipp with any questions.

“THEY DIDN’T TEACH ME THAT IN SUNDAY SCHOOL” BIBLE STUDY 

April is an interesting biblical geography month for our Bible Study.  On April 7 we will study the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1-9) and on April 21 Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18:16-29).  All sessions take place from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. in the Parlor.
A DAY OF PRAYER AND REFLECTION WITH MARY, THE MOTHER OF CHRIST
Our fourth annual Mary Retreat will be held Saturday, April 10, 2010.  This is an ecumenical, intergenerational day for  mothers and daughters, aunts and grandmothers, cousins and friends at The First Congregational Church, UCC.  This is a day of reflection and prayer to Christians of all denominations to come and reflect on the mother of Christ as a model and inspirational woman for women today. The program begins at 9 am with breakfast and fellowship and ends at 3 pm.  Lunch will be served.  The theme for this year’s program is Art as Prayer.  Presenters include, Betty K. Aberlin, local author and actor, Maria Newell, missionary and musician, and Mr. Michael Duricy, MA, S.T.L. of Dayton, Ohio.  Registration is $10.00 and includes breakfast and lunch.  Please register by April 1st by calling or emailing (waltonucc@frontiernet.net) the church office.  Registration may be paid the day of the event.



RELAY FOR LIFE
The Youth will once again participate in the American Cancer Society’s Relay For Life on April 30th – May 1st.  This will be their third year of participation.  The sale of daffodils, which will be presented at our Annual “Daffodil Sunday” will be their main focus for Fundraising.  Each year they have increased the number of daffodils they purchase going on faith that they will all sell.  Last year they met their goal of 700.  This year their goal has increased to 1000 Daffodils!!  Please see any of our youth to purchase daffodils.  Anyone wishing to participate in this year’s event under the name “Conwalkers, The” must register for the event prior to April 15, 2010 and participate in the fundraiser.  Please contact Nikki Bowker for registration information.
It is more tempting to be ruined by praise than improved by criticism.
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DAFFODIL SUNDAY



Our third annual Daffodil Sunday will be held April 18th.  With the help of Pastor Jennifer the youth will plan and lead the service this year.  Come enjoy contemporary Christian music and the worship experience as viewed by our youth.  The memorial presentations of daffodils will be announced.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS/BIBLE STUDIES




“They Didn’t Teach Me That in Sunday School” study group will meet Wednesday, April 7th at 6:00 pm.

The March Trustee’s meeting will be Tuesday, April 13th at 6:30 pm.

Prudential Board will meet Monday, April 19th at 6:30 pm.

Bible Study group will meet Wednesday, April 21st at 6:00 pm

Church and Society will meet immediately following worship on Sunday, April 25th.
The Deacons meet Wednesday, April 28th at 6:30 pm.  

THE DAFFODILS









I wandered lonely as a cloud
That floats on high o’er vales and hills,

When all at once I saw a crowd.

A host of golden daffodils;

Beside the lake, beneath the trees,

Fluttering a dancing in the breeze.

Continuous as the stars that shine

And twinkle on the Milky Way,

They stretched in never-ending line

Along the margin of a bay:

Ten thousand saw I at a glance

Tossing their heads in sprightly dance.

The waves beside them danced, but they, 

Out-did the sparkling waves in glee;
A poet could not but be gay,

In such a jocund company;

I gazed—and gazed—but little thought

What wealth the show to me had brought.

For oft, when on my couch I lie

;In vacant or in pensive mood,

They flash upon that inward eye

Which is the bliss of solitude;

And then my heart with pleasure fills,

And dances with the daffodils.


--William Wordsworth
We can’t all be shining examples, but we can twinkle a little

Reminisce

I thank Jeri Ogden who gave me a copy of Reminisce helping me add interest to our Newsletter.  If you have something to contribute to our Newsletter contact the church office.
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What does Easter mean to me?

My grandmother was an avid
gardener and with Easter falling in
the spring when flowers begin to
bloom, I always associate this holy
day with her. My grandmother was
also a gifted cook who loved
preparing and serving meals to her
family. As a child, Easter dinner
always took place at her house so
again I associate this holy day with
her. Iremember taking a walk that
first Easter after my grandmother
had died. Spring was well on its
way. The quiet streets were filled
with the rich smell of earth and green
was beginning to break through the
left-over browns and grays of winter.
The sun was warm, deliciously warm
on my newly bare arms. My walk
began in mourning. I missed my
grandmother so much, particularly
on this day I had always associated
with her. About halfway around my
favorite walking loop, my spirit
began to lift and I sensed I was not
walking alone. My grandmother’s
presence was as real as the gentle
song of the birds.

This is what Easter means to me.
Death is not the end of life. Our
living is full of dying: Big deaths
and little deaths, but deaths none the
less. If we are lucky, experience
teaches us that death leads to new
life. But if we are blessed, if we
know the love of God through Jesus
the Christ, we are assured again and
again that death is the way, the only
way to new life. The story of Jesus’
resurrection is so big it embraces all
of our stories with all of their

endings. Jesus’ resurrection holds us
when we are in danger of falling and
if we do crash down, his resurrection
lifts us up again.

The beauty of Holy Week is each
year we move from dying, to death,
to resurrection. We sing our
“Hosannas” convinced we have it all.
Then we gaze at the cross and
become convinced we have lost it
all. By Easter morning, we are
stripped bare of our excesses and are
recreated through the love of God.
As disciples of the Resurrected One,
we again rise to new life.

It is a long, hard journey from cross
to tomb. But when the stone is

finally rolled away, our emptiness is
filled. Christ is risen and so are we.

What does Easter mean to you?
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APRIL 2010
	Sunday
	  Monday
	  Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	  Friday  
	Saturday

	
	
	
	
	1
Maundy Thursday 
6:00 pm Soup Supper 
7:00 pm

Service
	2
Good Friday Community

Service 1:00 pm Baptist Church

	3


	4
6:30 am

Sunrise Service

7:00 am

Breakfast

11:00 am
Easter Sunday Worship
Communion
	5
2:30 - 4:30

Mission:  Pneuma
	6
9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies

	7
6:00 pm Bible Study

	8
	9

	10
Mary Retreat

	11
11:00
Worship

	12
9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies
2:30 - 4:30

Mission:  Pneuma

	13
9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies

6:30 Trustees


	14

	15

	16

	17


	18
11:00 

Worship
Daffodil Sunday
Youth Led Worship
	19
9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies

Prudential Board
	20 

9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies


	21
6:00 pm Bible Study


	22




	23

	24
Spring Association Meeting 

	25
11:00 Worship
12:00 Church in Society

	26
	27
	28
6:30 Deacons


	29
	30
Relay for Life




	


APRIL BIRTHDAYS

 5th
Peter Huyler


13th
Heather Ogden
 8th
Don Ogden


19th
Ron Richards

10th
Ann LePinnet

24th
Virginia Wilcox

11th
Libby Kelly


26th
Debbie Caruso

The Necessity of New Roof

Giving money is an act of faith.  Every week members and friends of the First Congregational Church give generously to help continue the work and mission of the church.  It is a struggle to stay on top of the monthly bills so when a major extra expense comes our way, like replacing the roof, it seems like quite an obstacle to overcome.  Not only do we struggle as a church to pay our bills, many of us also struggle with our own personal finances.  The only way to replace the church roof is by working together, each of us giving what we are able to make this necessary repair possible.  The total cost of this project is $20,000.  Please prayerfully consider what you are able to contribute to this campaign.  $6,100 has been raised already giving us the money needed to sign the contract and schedule the work.  

My grandfather used to say, “God did not lead you this far to drop you.”  The First Congregational Church has come a long way, particularly since the June 2006 flood.  I am convinced God still has a lot more in store for our congregation and while the church is not the building, our building is a great asset in serving our community.  In these uncertain economic times, giving of our money is often anxiety-producing.  We worry that we will not have enough to pay for our own necessities.  This is a real concern.  It is hard to know exactly how much we really can afford to give.  I hope we all will use this opportunity to take an honest look at our finances and then make the discipline to give generously with the assurance we are investing in the present and the future of the church.  My experience has been that when we use our money in a faithful way, our finances have a way of falling into place. 

By May 1st the Prudential Board asks all members of the church to submit a pledge card, even if it is just to let us know you are unable to give at this time.  It is easy to tell ourselves “The small amount I am able to give won’t really make a difference, so I just won’t give.”  If we all take this approach chances are good the roof will fall in around us.  But if we all give what we are able, together we will repair the roof and with that challenge behind us, we will then take on whatever God calls us to next.  The necessity of a new roof is not an ending for our church, but rather a beginning…  

Roof Capital Fund Campaign

Spring 2010

Date_________________________________________
I wish to pledge $______________________________ (a month for April and May 2010)

I wish to pledge $______________________________ (total)

Toward the cost of roof replacement.







Name _______________________________

Please return this form by May 1, 2010 to the church.[image: image14.jpg])
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