THE CONNECTION

July - August 2010
First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Rev. Jennifer Matison Juliano

4 Mead Street, Walton, NY  13856

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9-12

Pastor Jennifer’s Office Hours are available by appointment.

Please call 865-4066 or 865-7596
Church Email:  waltonucc@frontiernet.net
Church Website: www.uccwalton.com
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 “Like a Tree…”:  A Prayer and Visioning Opportunity

At the June meeting of the Prudential Board, the dire circumstances of the church were discussed.  Even in the midst of outlining the many challenges we face as a congregation, our deep love for this church was evident.  For so many the First Congregational Church is a home and a family.  During the New York Conference Annual Meeting, the Rev. Dr. Rita Root, Interim Conference Minister, renamed the challenges facing many churches and the New York Conference as “opportunities.”  Right now we have an opportunity to find new ways of being the church in the midst of very challenging times within our church, our community, and world.  To seize this opportunity we need to take responsibility.  Paul in writing to the church in Corinth says, “God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”  God is faithful.  The question is have we been faithful to God?  Any time I read about a church experiencing a turn around, two themes emerged.  The church committed itself to growing spiritually through prayer and Bible study and the church committed itself to service beyond the church.  In other words, the church strived to live and embody the ways of Jesus.  

I have heard lots of ideas from church members about what the church could do and I even have a few myself.  Rather than throwing haphazard events and hoping this will draw people to the church, I want us to be intentional.  I want us to understand what it means to be a church.  Through prayer and visioning the church will come to a deeper understanding of who we are and how we are called to serve.  Then everything we do could be towards living out this calling.  There is a lot of need here in Walton and beyond and I am certain there is a need or needs we are in a unique position to address and in doing so we will not only be living Jesus’ ways we will also experience new life in the church.  The starting point is God.  Our first step is prayer.

All are invited to come on Wednesdays evenings beginning on July 7.
We will meet from 6:30 to 8:00 in the Parlor.
We will spend time together in prayer and participants will be encouraged to embrace a personal prayer practice as well.  Then through imagination and the Holy Spirit, we will begin to discuss and vision the future of the church.  I know this is a big commitment and it is summer time, but the time has come to put Jesus first.  Your Prudential Board has recognized this immediate need as well.  We talk about how much we love this church so let us live out that love by remembering and embracing the One for whom we are gathered.  

For more information please contact me at 864-4066 or stop by the church office or catch me before or after worship.  Hope to see you July 7 so together we can discover what it means to be “like a tree…”

Pastor Jennifer

~ WHAT’S HAPPENING ~
Thank You!  Thank You! 
Thank you so much for all your generous contributions towards a new robe to mark our fifth anniversary as church and pastor.  I plan on ordering a custom made robe from a company that specializes in women’s robes and hope to have it by September in time for the church year.

Pastor Jennifer

“They Didn’t Teach Me That in Sunday School” Bible Study

Due to the pressing need for prayer and visioning, the Bible Study will not meet in July or August.  The hope is Bible Study participants will attend the Prayer/Visioning Group to be held on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 to 8:00.  Bible Study will resume in September with a study of Jesus’ parables.



CHURCH PICNIC
A church picnic will be held on Sunday, July 11 at 1:00 at Pastor Jennifer’s house (722 Left Pines Brook).  All are invited.  Please bring a dish-to-pass.  Hamburgers and hot dogs will be provided.  For questions and directions call the church office at 865-4066 or Pastor Jennifer at 434-5632.




Pastor Jennifer will be on vacation from July 26th through August 8th.  Deacon Patty VerNooy will be the emergency contact during this time.  She can be reached at 865-5745.
Debbie Bowker will be vacation from July 6th – July 16th.  Tara Dwyer will be in the church office during this time.
UCC WEBSITE
 
Have you ever spent much time of the UCC website?  There is so much information about things to do and share.  There is also a very worthwhile Daily Devotional that you can subscribe to and receive in your email each morning.  It is a great way to start you day as you turn on your computer.  Go to www.ucc.org --on the left side, down slightly on the page, you will find the Daily Devotional.  If you click on it you will see a place to subscribe.  Do this and know that in this small way we are all connected each day - if only for a few minutes.
CHURCH ROOF
Many thanks to the members that so generously gave to help our much needed roof replacement and repairs become a reality.  Due to the discovered rotting boards and other areas that needed attention, the total cost of the roof came to $22,000.  We have raised all but $1,405 of that total.  Please help cover this deficit.
There is always Music amongst the trees in the Garden, but our hearts must be very quiet to hear it.  ~Minnie Aumonier

July Worship Schedule

(Worship begins at 10:00)
	Date
	Sunday
	Scripture
	Theme

	July 4
	Communion

	Genesis 2:4-7
3:1-24
	“The Tree That Made History”

	July 11
	
	Psalm 1

	“Like a Tree”

	July 18
	
	Isaiah 61
Like 4:14-21
	“Oaks of Righteousness”

	July 25
	
	Luke 19:1-10

	“Looking Back”


August Worship Schedule

(Worship begins at 10:00)
	Date
	Sunday
	Scripture
	Theme

	August 1
	Pastor Jennifer away

	
	

	August 8
	Pastor Jennifer away


	
	

	August 15
	Outdoor Worship

Communion
	Ezekiel 31

Mary 4:30-32
	“The Little Seed with Lofty Ambitions”

	August 22
	
	Mark 8:22-26


	“Whoops! A Tree”

	August 29
	
	Revelation 22:1-7
	“Healing Leaves”



I think that I shall never see A poem as lovely as a tree. . . . . Poems are made by fools like me, But only God can make a tree. 
Ben Jonson




JULY 2010
	Sunday
	  Monday
	  Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	  Friday  
	Saturday

	
	
	
	
	1

	2
9:00

Rummage Sale
	3
9:00

Rummage Sale


	4
10:00
Worship
Communion


	5

	6
9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies

	7
6:30-8:00

“Like a Tree”  A Prayer and Visioning Opportunity

	8

	9

	10


	11
10:00
Worship
Church Picnic
	12
9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies
6:30 
Deacons
	13
9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies
6:30
Trustees

	14
6:30-8:00

“Like a Tree”


	15

	16

	17


	18
10:00 

Worship

	19
9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies
6:30 Prudential Board

	20 

9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies


	21
6:30-8:00

“Like a Tree”


	22

	23
6:30
Prudential 

Board
	24


	25
10:00 Worship
11:00

Church in Society


	26
9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies
6:30
Deacons
	27
9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies


	28
6:30-8:00

“Like a Tree”


	29
	30
	31


JULY BIRTHDAYS



JULY ANNIVERSARIES
4th

John Kipp



1st
John and Judy Kipp

9th

Debbie Bowker


16th
Dave and Mary Carroll

16th

Pastor Jennifer

16th

Lori Ogden


31st

Dick Signor





AUGUST 2010
	Sunday
	  Monday
	  Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	  Friday  
	Saturday

	1

10:00
Worship
Communion


	2
	3


	4

6:30-8:00

“Like a Tree”


	5


	6


	7



	8
10:00
Worship

	9
9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies

	10
9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies

	11
6:30-8:00

“Like a Tree”


	12


	13

	14


	15
10:00
Worship

	16
9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies

	17
9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies

	18
6:30-8:00

“Like a Tree”


	19

	20

	21

	22
10:00 

Worship

	23
9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies
6:30 Prudential Board

	24 

9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies


	25

6:30-8:00

“Like a Tree”


	26


	27

	28



	29
10:00 Worship
11:00

Church in Society


	30

9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies

	31

9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies


	
	29
	30
	31


AUGUST BIRTHDAYS


AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
5th

Patty VerNooy


28th
   Bill and Donna Thomson

20th

Hazel O’Dell

23rd

Charlene Gregory
31st

Tara Dwyer
Top 10 Reasons to Check out the UCC
10. What if church is like spinach ...?
You know, like something that you hated as a kid but you love as an adult because you eat it in ways that suit you much better. Guess what? A lot of people are having the same sort of experience with church . . . In the UCC, things are often quite different and worth checking out.

9. Variety...
UCC churches tend to tailor themselves to fit the people they feel called to serve in their local community. The result: A wide variety of musical traditions, expressions and values that have integrity and purpose. From conservative to liberal, we're not short on variety.

8. No apologies...
You are what you are...and so are we – we like ourselves just fine. Find a church where you will fit in, be nurtured and challenged to grow.

7. No waiting...
You don't have to join to be active in many UCC churches. If you want to get involved, many of our churches will find a place to help fulfill your need to give – whether or not you decide to join.

6. No boxes
God can blow the lid off any box, unfold it and turn it into a dance floor. We tend to be the "out of the box" people. Among our many firsts, we were the first mainline church to take a stand against slavery (1700), the first to ordain an African American person (1785), the first to ordain a woman (1853), the first in foreign missions (1810), and the first to ordain openly gay lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered persons (1972). We value education for all people. We founded Harvard and Yale, as well as many historically black colleges, six of which remain affiliated with the UCC to this day.

5. One God, One Faith, One Baptism for All
When we baptize you into our community, we promise that we will never take it back – no matter what you discover about yourself or what others discover about you along life's journey. We believe that baptism places each of us into the "body of Christ" and lasts forever. Some are baptized as infants, others as adults. Some are sprinkled. Others are immersed. Some reclaim their baptism from a previous church life. For each of us, however, baptism is big enough, strong enough and cleansing enough to last forever. We believe that everyone – old, young, straight, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgendered, physically or emotionally challenged, rich or poor, sure or unsure, lost or found, Democrat or Republican has a place in the body of Christ. Baptism is like a badge that says, "you're a full member of the church and no one can take that away from you."

4. Good News People
We believe that No. 5 is good news!

3. "Party" Church
God is having a party and we are all invited. At God's party our spiritual hungering is fed and our thirsting is satisfied. At God's party we get strength, stamina and community support that helps us through the tough times that come to everyone. Feeding our spiritual hunger helps reduce those, "I can't believe I'm so stupid" moments – but we'll never eliminate them all. That's why we need friends and companions and not judges (no offense to judges) for the journey.

2. Spiritual Guidance...
It's not about commandments. It's about relationships – even with God. The most important relationship is our relationship with God. Second most important is our relationships with the rest of the human family. In balance, these relationships produce justice amid injustice, kindness in the face of meanness, and the humility of self acceptance that comes as we sense the presence of a God who knows our inmost thoughts and loves us uncontrollably – just as we are. Spiritual journeys can be like the exercise equipment we buy and leave under the bed. Without coaches and workout partners, most of us don't stick with it. We're the "Journeys Wanted" people . . . bring yours.

1. We're waiting for you.
Taken from the UCC Website:  www.ucc.org 
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The future of the First Congregational
Church has generated much discussion
ately, both in meetings and private
conversations. Questions such as who are
we? How can we reach our community?
How can we attract new members? And of
course, how can we afford to stay open
dominate the discussion. Nothing new,
original, nor unique here. The time has
come to face these challenges head-on and
heart-on. For guidance and inspiration I am
turning to something of which we have
abundance of here in Walton: the tree.

Back in my budding artist days trees were
about all I could manage with any sort of
competency. I did create a few pieces of
merit within this limited range, although I
think I owe it more to the power and depth
of trees than to my artistic skills. The
biblical narrative is sandwiched between
trees. In Genesis the first people gather
around the tree of life and the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil and life has not
been the same since. In the very last chapter
of Revelation, we are left with the hope of
gathering once again around the tree of life
in the shade of leaves which are for the
“healing of nations.” All throughout the
Bible trees keep popping up. God is
revealed through the bush that was “blazing,
yet it was not consumed.” God’s righteous
people are “like trees planted by streams of
water.” Short Zacchaeus climbs up a tree to
get a better look at Jesus and while up in that
tree he discovers Jesus is inviting himself
over to his house. Jesus often speaks of
trees as he teaches about God’s realm. And
it is on a tree Jesus conquers death and
flings open the doorway to new life.

The tree is a deeply rooted symbol of the
Jewish and Christian faiths and I hope to see
it become a symbol of our commitment to

Jesus Christ. In order for a tree to flourish
its roots must be grounded in fertile soil and
continually nourished. As Christians we are
to be grounded in Jesus and prayer,
scripture, and worship is the only way to
build such a strong foundation. A tree with
healthy roots then is able to grow upwards
and out. Well-grounded, Spirit nourished
Christians reach out and like a tree provide
fruit and shade for others in need. They
stand tall as a living testimony to the love
and life of God as revealed through Jesus the
Christ.

And so let “Like a tree” be our guide this
summer and beyond. As part of this journey
there will be opportunity on Wednesdays
nights to pray and vision for the First
Congregational Church. The scriptures for
the July and August’s sermons will all
feature trees. As a church let us all commit
to nourishing our roots with water, bread,
and Spirit and reaching out so others too
may find shelter in the love of God.

A tree without roots and regular
nourishment dies. A healthy tree bears good
fruit. So it is with Christians and so it is
with the church. An uncared for tree
eventually reaches a point where it is
hopeless and no amount of fertilizer or wates
will bring it back to life. But as for
Christians, we embrace the one who
promises and gives new and eternal life. Let
us not cut ourselves off from our life source.

“Like a tree...”
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