THE CONNECTION

JULY - AUGUST 2011
First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Reverend Jennifer Kimball
4 Mead Street, Walton, NY 13856

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9-12

Pastor Jennifer’s Office Hours are available by appointment.

Please call 865-4066 or 434-5632
Church Email:  waltonucc@frontiernet.net
Church Website: www.uccwalton.com

~ WHAT’S HAPPENING ~

 Food Pantry Ministry
 


For the month of July we will collect cold cereal.
For the month of August we will collect canned soup.

Food items can be placed under the display as you enter the Sanctuary. 
The Food Bank is providing for many more during these difficult economic times.  Please consider helping those less fortunate than we are.

Church Picnic 

 
 July 17 at the Kimball House
Pastor Jennifer, John, Chloe, and Matison are inviting the members and friends of the First Congregational Church to their house (722 Left Pines Brook Road) on July 17 at 2:00 for the annual church picnic.  Please bring a dish-to-pass.  Hamburgers and hot dogs will be provided.  RSVP by July 14 to 865-4066.

Change in Pastor’s Hours

For the months of July and August, Pastor Jennifer’s hours will be reduced from 35 to 25 hours per week.  Jennifer will focus on worship, pastoral visitation, and preparation for “Mission:  Pneuma” during these two months.  The reduction in hours was approved at the last Annual Meeting as a way to provide fair compensation for the pastor on limited church income.     

“It doesn’t take a perfect church to lead a person to a perfect Christ”.
~author unknown
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Claire and Patti Loker

May 18, 2011
A perfect summer day is when the sun is shining, the breeze is blowing, the birds are singing, and the lawn mower is broken.
-- James Dent
"What grows in the garden, so lovely and rare?  Roses and Dahlias and people grow there." 
Erie Canal Cruise

Two more Erie Canal Cruises have been scheduled, with the possibility of having one in September.  The cruise scheduled on July 9th is full; however, there are vacancies for August 6th.  If you are interested in joining the fun please see sign up sheet on the table outside the parlor or call the church office at 865-4066.
Worship Outdoors with Dish-to-Pass Picnic     


August 7 worship will be held outdoors on the grass in the middle of the church parking lot.  Following worship there will be a dish-to-pass picnic.  Please bring a dish-to-pass.  Drinks will be provided.  

Pastor Away

Pastor Jennifer will be away July 22nd to 24th.  Reverend Jane Ann Groom will lead worship on July 24.  Please contact Deacon Debbie Bowker at 865-9400 for pastoral emergencies.

Pastor Jennifer will be on vacation August 22nd to 28th.  A Hymn Sing will be held on August 28th during worship.  Please contact Deacon Jeri Ogden at 865-5071 for pastoral emergencies.  

Please note:  Prudential Board will not meet during August.




Worship Schedule for July and August 2011
	Date
	Scripture

	July 3 (Communion)
	Matthew 10:40-42

	July 10
	Genesis 25:19-34

	July 17
	Genesis 28:10-19

	July 24 (Rev. Jane Ann Groom to lead worship)
	

	July 31
	Genesis 32:22-31

	August 7 (Communion/Worship Outdoors)
	Luke 1:46-55 (Part 1)

	August 14
	Luke 1:46-55 (Part 2)

	August 21
	Luke 1:46-55 (Part 3)

	August 28 (Hymn Sing)
	



       
Pray daily for the path to be revealed.

Jennifer’s Journal

July/August 2011

“So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart.”

My Bible note explains that a “wise heart” is “the ability to discern the purposes of God.  In acknowledging human frailty and the certainty of death, the proper perspective with which to live in the present may gained.”  

The very nature of summer makes it a natural time to contemplate death and to practice living in the present.  A winter of snow, ice, and wind chill factors leaves most people I know desperately longing for the sun and warmth of summer.  As the July 4th weekend approaches we begin to realize that summer is indeed underway.  Experience has also taught us that summer will come to end.  We have a limited number of days shaped by the rhythm of summer.  As we contemplate the number of days and weeks and weekends that lay before us let us also consider how we will dwell within them.

I often hear people lament how busy they are and especially this time of year with graduation parties, weddings, and other picnics and celebrations plus vacations and guests, summer does have a tendency to fill up rather quickly.  But on the other hand, some people’s days stretch before them with little to break up the monotony.  Let us remember though, our time is a gift from God and we have the responsibility and the privilege to decide how we will live it.  

One thing having small children has taught me is the importance of routine.  A regular routine that gives predictable shape to our days enables us to better handle the upheaval and chaos that comes our way.  I do a lot of reading about Benedictine spirituality.  The Rule of St. Benedict has guided the lives of countless Christians since the sixth century.  One thing I most appreciate about this Rule (in its original sense “rule” meant “guidepost” or “railing”) is how it offers wisdom on living a life of balance and rhythm.  Prayer, work, and holy leisure are understood as the key components of life and a life in balance consists of each every day.  

We have a limited number of days and each of us is responsible for making choices about how we live them.  It is tempting to just get swept along in the storm and think that busyness and constantly being on the go is inevitable, just the way of modern life.  But little decisions about how much television we watch, when and where we text and talk on our cell phones and check our emails, when we go to bed and wake up in the morning, and when and where we shop all add up.  An honest look at our days just might reveal that we have more time than we think or that we are filling up much of our time with things that do not matter and neglecting the key pieces of life such as God, prayer, family, friends, and even ourselves.     

There are ways to dwell in time that bring honor and glory to God and ways that turn us away from God.  Simply being mindful of the limitedness of our time and consciously making choices about what we do and not do based on our relationship with Jesus has the power to change the whole rhythm and balance of our lives.  Let us live in ways that do not leave us shaking our heads and wondering “Where did all the time go?  Instead let us seek God in each moment.  

P.S.  I have included a list of books I have found helpful in contemplating time.

Some Time to Read (Recommended by Pastor Jennifer)

Nonfiction

The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People by Stephen R. Covey

Monk Habits for Everyday People:  Benedictine Spirituality for Protestants by Dennis Okholm

Receiving the Day:  Christian Practices for Opening the Gift of Time by Dorothy C. Bass

Wisdom Distilled From the Daily:  Living the Rule of St. Benedict Today by Joan Chittister

Memoirs and Fiction

Singing with the Top Down by Debrah Williamson

Things Seen and Unseen:  A Year Lived in Faith by Nora Gallagher

And of course:  The Bible



5 for 5 Congregation

The First Congregational Church UCC has been named a 5 for 5 Congregation once again for 2010.  A 5 for 5 Congregation is one who supports Our Church’s Wider Mission Basic Support and the Neighbors in Need, One Great Hour of Sharing, Christmas Fund, and Strengthen the Church Special Mission Offerings of the United Church of Christ.  Each of these special offerings is an important mission of the United Church of Christ aiding those both in the United States and globally.  The United Church of Christ has sent a 5 for 5 Congregation Certificate and a Thank You for our participation.  These certificates are displayed on our bulletin board.  
PLACES OF BLESSING

    Last year, the Associated Press published a long story on church camp closings, writing that "hundreds nationwide are on the critical list."  In the United Church of Christ, our Conferences provide most of the opportunities for outdoor ministries, and some of those programs are in trouble, for a variety of reasons.  But, thanks to our Stillspeaking God, others are thriving.

    The Wisconsin Conference maintains two camps, and both are going strong.  Moon Beach has a year-around program, which includes family camps that attract families of all definitions and configurations.  Enrollments in Pilgrim Center's youth camp program have grown every summer for the past four years.  "Mom and me" and "Dad and me" camps are popular, too.   Managing director, Jeff Puhlmann-Becker is particularly excited about a pilot program to bring American Indian youth from the Pine Ridge Indian reservation in South Dakota to Pilgrim Center this summer. Local Wisconsin churches are sponsoring the older teens and their adult leaders, who will spend a week in fellowship, sharing their spiritual practices with the other campers.

    Youth camp programs are not all play at the Southern Conference's Johns River Valley Camp, located in the foothills of the North Carolina Blue Ridge mountains.  Initiated in 2010, "Youth/Work/Mission Camp" offers teen-age campers the opportunity to participate in a variety of work projects.  Cooperating with anti-poverty agencies in the region, last summer the campers made improvements on homes and worked in a thrift shop in a nearby community.  They also built trails and restored natural animal habitats.  Evenings in camp provided time for recreation, dinner, de-briefing, and worship.  This summer, camp director C.L. "Curly" Stumb is looking forward to expanding the program.

    No camp facility matters more than the dining hall--which often also serves as a recreation center.  In 2010 the Penn Central Conference remodeled and enlarged the dining hall at Hartman Center, their camp, conference, and retreat center.  That's where over 100 youth gathered last November for a retreat that featured a chance to meet and chat with UCC president and general minister, Rev. Geoffrey A. Black.

    Great stories like these about outdoor ministries in the United Church of Christ could be multiplied many times.  What they would all have in common are the dedication of volunteers, pastors and laity alike, and the generous gifts of congregations to Our Church's Wider Mission.  








Adapted from:  www.ucc.org/worshipways  
    
   
 
 
 
July 2011   
	Sunday
	  Monday
	  Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	  Friday  
	Saturday

	
	
	
	
	
	1
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	2


	3
10:00
Worship
11:00 

Coffee Hour


	4



	5

	6
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

2:00 Deacons
	7

	8
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	9
7:00 am 

Erie Canal cruise departs church

	10
10:00
Worship
11:00 

Coffee Hour


	11
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

6:30  Trustees


	12

	13
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	14

	15
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	16


	17
10:00

Worship
11:00 
Coffee Hour




2:00 

Picnic at  the Kimball’s 
	18
9:00 – 1:00

PAL
6:30

Prudential Board


	19

	20
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	21

	22
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

Pastor Jennifer away
	23
  Pastor Jennifer away

	24
10:00 Worship
11:00 
Coffee Hour

Pastor Jennifer away
	25
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	26

	27
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	28

	29

	30



JULY BIRTHDAYS

JULY ANNIVERSARIES
        

      

4th

John Kipp`


1st

John and Judy Kipp


9th

Debbie Bowker


16th

Dave and Mary Carroll


16th

Pastor Jennifer








Lori Ogden


18th

Bob Dutcher


31st

Dick Signor

    
           
 
 
 
 
August 2011   
	Sunday
	  Monday
	  Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	  Friday  
	Saturday

	
	1
6:30
Church in Society
	2
	3
2:00

Deacons
	4
	5

9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	6

7:00 am 

Erie Canal cruise departs church

	7

10:00
Worship
Outdoors

11:00 

Dish-to-Pass Picnic



	8

9:00 – 1:00

PAL

6:30
Trustees
	9

	10

9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	11


	12

9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	13



	14

10:00
Worship
11:00 

Coffee Hour


	15
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	16

	17

9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	18

	19
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	20


	21
10:00

Worship

11:00 

Coffee Hour

 
	22
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

Pastor Jennifer away
	23
Pastor 
Jennifer away

	24
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

Pastor 
Jennifer away

	25
Pastor Jennifer away
	26
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

Pastor Jennifer away
	27
 Pastor Jennifer away

	28
10:00 
Worship
11:00 

Coffee Hour

Pastor Jennifer away
	29
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	30

	31
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	
	
	


AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
        

      

5th

Patty VerNooy


      28th
Bill and Donna Thomson


8th

Jenny LePinnet





20th

Hazel O’Dell


21st

John Kimball


23rd

Charlene Gregory


31st

Tara Dwyer







� Psalm 90:12





