THE CONNECTION

JUNE 2011
First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Reverend Jennifer Kimball
4 Mead Street, Walton, NY 13856

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9-12

Pastor Jennifer’s Office Hours are available by appointment.

Please call 865-4066 or 434-5632
Church Email:  waltonucc@frontiernet.net
Church Website: www.uccwalton.com

~ WHAT’S NEW ~



Recipes

A suggestion has been made to include a recipe of the month section in the newsletter.  We have many talented cooks who bring goodies to Coffee Hour and Potluck Dinners. Many of us would love to have these recipes.  If you would like to contribute a recipe of yours, or one from someone else, please contact the church office.  This is a great idea and~~you never know, this could lead to another First Congregational Church, UCC Cookbook!!

RED, WHITE, AND BLUE ICE CREAM PIE

1 pint(s) strawberry ice cream
1 (10-inch) ready-to-use graham-cracker piecrust 

1 pint(s) vanilla ice cream
 1 pint(s) raspberry sorbet 
1/4 cup(s) sugar 
1/4 cup(s) water 
1 pint(s) blueberries 
1 teaspoon(s) fresh lemon juice 
Blueberries and mint, for garnish 
Directions
Place strawberry ice cream in microwave oven and heat on High 20 seconds to soften slightly, or place in refrigerator 30 minutes. Spoon strawberry ice cream into pie crust and spread evenly. Freeze until firm, about 15 minutes. Repeat with remaining ice cream and sorbet. Cover pie and freeze, at least 4 hours or overnight, until firm. Make blueberry sauce: Before serving, in 3-quart saucepan, combine sugar, water, and 2 cups blueberries; heat to boiling over high heat. Reduce heat to low and simmer 5 minutes or until blueberries soften and sauce thickens slightly, stirring occasionally. Stir in lemon juice. Let sauce cool until warm, then stir in remaining blueberries. Makes about 2 cups.   To serve, let frozen pie stand at room temperature 10 minutes for easier slicing. Garnish pie with blueberries and mint leaves. Serve with blueberry sauce and enjoy!
The July and August Newsletters will be combined and will be available July first.  If you have information for the summer newsletter the deadline is June 21st.



Thank You!

Thank you for the anonymous, very generous donation to the Annual Meeting.

~ WHAT’S HAPPENING ~

  Food Pantry Ministry
 


For the month of June we will be collecting cold cereal.

Food items can be placed under the display as you enter the Sanctuary.  



Worship Schedule for June 2011
	Date
	Sunday
	Scripture
	Theme

	June 5
	NY Conference Annual Meeting/Guest Preacher
	
	

	June 12
	Pentecost with Communion


	Numbers 11:24-30

1 Corinthians 12:3-13
	“Everybody’s a Prophet”

	June 19
	UCC Sunday

	Micah 6:8
	Annual Meeting Presentations

	June 26
	Trinity Sunday

	Psalm 8
Matthew 28:16-20
	“One Last Thing”





Pentecost Sunday

June 12 is Pentecost Sunday.  Please wear red and join us for a celebration of the Holy Spirit.  We will also receive of Communion this day.
“It takes a long time to grown an old friend.”







--John Leonard

Baccalaureate will be held June 12 at the United Methodist Church at 7:00 p.m.  Pastor Jay O’Connor from the First Baptist Church is this year’s speaker.
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   48th Annual Meeting of the New York Conference, 
United Church of Christ

Once again the First Congregational Church, UCC of Walton has a good size group making the trip to Silver Bay June 3-5 for the Annual Meeting.  Participants include our UCC Delegates Charlene Gregory, Nikki Bowker, and Pastor Jennifer.  Debbie Bowker, Roger Bowker, and John Kimball are also participating in the meetings and workshops.  Beth and Heather Ogden will be joining the Youth Program and Chloe and Matison Juliano will be enjoying “kid care” as Chloe termed it last year.  Please keep all the participants and the Annual Meeting in your prayers.  This year’s theme is “Stewards of the Covenant.”  On June 19, “UCC Sunday”, the participants will share some of their experiences with the congregation during worship.
"We can complain because rose bushes have thorns, or rejoice because thorn bushes have roses."







-- Abraham Lincoln
UCC Sunday June 19
In honor of the 54th Anniversary of the United Church of Christ on June 19, the First Congregational Church, UCC will hold a special UCC Sunday during worship.  Nikki Bowker will lead worship with Pastor Jennifer.  Participants of the NY Conference Annual Meeting will share some of their experiences with the congregation.  Following worship a birthday celebration for the UCC will be held during Coffee Hour complete with birthday cake.  
“Mission:  Pneuma” Planning Retreat

A planning treat for “Mission:  Pneuma” volunteers will be held on June 29 from 9-12 (location to be announced).  This will be a time of spiritual renewal, reflection on the 2010-2011 year, and brainstorming for the upcoming year.   
 “Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much.”








--Helen Keller
Youth Group

July 10th from 12:00 – 3:00 there will be a youth group planning committee meeting.  Volunteers are asked to contact Pastor Jennifer to let her know if this time works.

Strengthen the Church Offering [image: image7.png]



On Sunday, June 12 – Pentecost – we will be receiving the Strengthen the Church special mission offering of the United Church of Christ. This offering builds the UCC’s future. It funds new congregations and renews existing ones. It supports programs for youth and young adults and nurtures current and future leaders. And it aids the God is Still Speaking Ministry to spread our message of inclusivity.  Directed to local Conferences, Local Church Ministries and the Stillspeaking Ministry, Strengthen the Church gifts help to create vibrant church communities of extravagant welcome.   Spread the Love. Strengthen the Church. God is still speaking.


   
            

      June 2011   
	Sunday
	  Monday
	  Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	  Friday  
	Saturday

	
	
	
	1
2:00 Deacons
	2
	3

9:00 – 1:00

PAL

NY Conference Annual Meeting
Pastor Jennifer away
	4

NY Conference Annual Meeting
Pastor Jennifer away

	5
10:00
Worship
11:00 

Coffee Hour

NY Conference Annual Meeting
Pastor Jennifer away
	6

9:00 – 1:00

PAL

6:30 Church in Society

	7

	8

9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	9


	10

9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	11

7:15 am depart from church for Erie Canal Cruise


	12
10:00
Worship
11:00 

Coffee Hour

Baccalaureate

	13
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

6:30  Trustees


	14

	15

9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	16

	17
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	18


	19
10:00

Worship
11:00 
Coffee Hour

UCC Sunday
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	20
9:00 – 1:00

PAL
6:30

Prudential Board


	21

	22

9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	23


	24
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

 
	25
54th Anniversary of the  UCC
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	26
10:00 Worship
11:00 
Coffee Hour


	27

9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	28


	29

9:00 – 1:00

PAL

9:00 – 12:00

Mission:  Pneuma Planning Retreat
	30


	
	


JUNE BIRTHDAYS

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
        

      

5th

Wilbur Gregory

5TH

Don and Jeri Ogden



8th

Judy Kipp


15th

Debbie and Brian Caruso



15th

Judy Ogden


16th

Patty and Jerry VerNooy



23rd

Gail McNee



24th

Dave Holley



29th

Dorothy Welch
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Friday, June 3" will be the fifth time I have
woken up early to make the three hour drive
to Silver Bay to attend the Annual Meeting
of the New York Conference of the United
Church of Christ. As John, Chloe, Matison,
and I set off in the direction of Lake George
I know the memories will come flooding
back to me. I will remember the year Lori
Ogden and Lynn Allen were my traveling
companions and Lori managed to not only
lock herself out of her house fifteen minutes
before we were scheduled to leave, but also
lose her dog. I will remember losing sight
of Charlene, our navigator on 88 while
going through rush hour traffic in Albany
during a torrential downpour (thank
goodness for cell phones). I will remember
Chloe leading Nikki, Beth, and Brianna in a
forty-five minute round of the “Amen”
chorus as I drove the windy streets to Silver
Bay. I will remember rocking Chloe to
sleep as I gazed upon the lake at dusk and
listened to live folk music. I will remember
the rocking chairs overlooking the lake and
the friendships I have cultivated with people
throughout the state. I will remember the
feeling of awe that settles upon me when we
gather for worship and I experience anew
the diversity and welcome of the UCC.

The Annual Meeting is an experience not
only for the participants of the meeting but
also for the churches they represent. Itisa
time for spiritual renewal through worship
rich in God’s word and song. It is a time to
share with people from all different
backgrounds the joys and challenges of
church life. It is a time to hear new ideas
through conversation and workshops. Itis a
time to be involved in the larger church
through the business meetings of the New
York Conference.

Every year I see people grow through their
participation in the Annual Meeting. It is so
good to hear other preachers and to sing new
and old songs together. It is so good to
share meals with strangers and discover new
friends. It is so good to be made aware of
pressing issues in the world and the various
ways the UCC is addressing these issues and
is working for peace and justice. It is so
good to be submerged in a setting rich in
nature and history. While these experiences
are good for those who participate, they are
also good for the churches they represent.
People who attend the Annual Meeting
returned to their churches refreshed and rich
with new ideas. The sparks united in them
at Silver Bay have the potential to start a fire
in the congregation. Last year the Annual
Meeting experience provided the seed for
“Like a Tree”: A Prayer and Visioning
Opportunity. The joys and challenges of the
Annual Meeting started one member of our
church asking challenging questions and
through her secking a regular time of prayer
and visioning for our whole church was
born!

Thank you to all who are attending the 48™
Annual Meeting this year. Participants give
of their time and their money to represent
our church at this event. On June 19 we will
share with the congregation some of our
experiences during worship. But I also am
sure based on previous experience that our
time at Silver Bay will impact the First
Congregational Church beyond that one
Sunday. The time the participants spend in
worship, conversation, study, and reflection
will no doubt strengthen and renew their
faith. The strengthening and renewal of our
sisters and brothers in faith can only
strengthen and renew the church because we
are all members of the one body of Christ.

PBlerers,










