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I have a great idea for a New Year Resolution:  Each Committee Chair can make sure that the Reporter submits a report for the Newsletter.  Let’s squelch the rumors and let people know we are still active and still here!!  Deadline for the February Newsletter is Wednesday, January 18th. 
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Annual Meeting

The 219th Annual Meeting of the First Congregational Church, UCC will be held Sunday, January 29th following worship.  All members of the congregation are urged to attend.
The DEADLINE for submitting Committee Reports is Wednesday, January 18th.  Reports can be left in the Secretary’s box or emailed to the church office at: waltonucc@frontiernet.net.
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FUN ~ FOOD ~ FELLOWSHIP!!

ALL women of the church are invited to our monthly Morning Glories breakfast. This is a fun, social gathering.   We will meet again at 9:00 am on Saturday, January 14th at the home of Betty Moore. Please join us; food is delicious (bring a breakfast favorite to share) and the fellowship cannot be equaled! For directions, ride or further information, contact Betty.
“Don’t ever promise more than you can deliver, but always deliver more than you promise.”



~ Lou Holtz
Christmas Family
Thanks to the generosity of all we were able to provide for a local family with several children this Christmas.  We delivered over 20 gifts to the children and their mom.  Thank you!!
Pulpit Supply  

 
As we move into the New Year we will continue to celebrate Communion the first Sunday each month as well as continue our annual traditions.  The following is a list of our Sunday pulpit supply.  We hope each and every member will attend Sunday worship to greet and hear these great speakers’ messages.
January 1st


Worship at the United Presbyterian Church
January 8th


Janet Schwengber
January 15th


Janet Schwengber
January 22nd

Rev. William Robertson
January 29th


Rev. Tomi Jacobs-Ziobro


Hazel O’Dell has moved to be near her daughter.  Her new address is:
Village Morrison’s Cove, Rm 305A

409 Market Street

Martinsburg, PA  16662

DON’T GET A BULLETIN??  If you would like to receive the weekly bulletin when you can’t make it to church, please call the church office at 865-4066 and one will be sent to you.  This will keep you

up-to-date on what’s happening at your church.
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For the month of January our church will donate vegetable soup to the Food Bank.  Food items can be placed under the display as you enter the Sanctuary.

“When people tell you that you can’t do a thing, you kind of like to try it.”
~ Margaret Chase Smith
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

 9th    
DICK RUTHERFORD

15th

LYNN ALLEN

17th

FRANK EGGLETON

21st

TED CARMAN

27th

DONNA THOMSON
I Am There  
James Dillet Freeman  
Do you need Me? 
I am there. 
You cannot see Me, yet I am the light you see by. 
You cannot hear Me, yet I speak through your voice. 
You cannot feel Me, yet I am the power at work in your hands.
I am at work, though you do not understand My ways. I am at work, though you do not understand My works. I am not strange visions. I am not mysteries. 

Only in absolute stillness, beyond self, can you know Me as I AM, and then but as a feeling and a faith. 

Yet I am here. Yet I hear. Yet I answer. 
When you need ME, I am there. 
Even if you deny Me, I am there. 
Even when you feel most alone, I am there. 
Even in your fears, I am there. 
Even in your pain, I am there.
I am there when you pray and when you do not pray. I am in you, and you are in Me. 
Only in your mind can you feel separate from Me, for only in your mind are the mists of "yours" and "mine". Only with your mind can you know Me and experience Me. 

Empty your heart of empty fears. When you get yourself out of the way, I am there. You can of yourself do nothing, but I can do all. And I AM in all. 

Though you may not see the good, good is there, for 
I am there. I am there because I have to be, because I AM. 

Only in Me does the world have meaning; only out of Me does the world take form; only because of ME does the world go forward. I am the law on which the movement of the stars and the growth of living cells are founded. 

I am the love that is the law's fulfilling. I am assurance. I am peace. I am oneness. I am the law that you can live by. I am the love that you can cling to. I am your assurance. I am your peace. I am ONE with you. I am. 

Though you fail to find ME, I do not fail you. 
Though your faith in Me is unsure, My faith in you never wavers, because I know you, because I love you. 

Beloved, I am there.

This poem received a lot of attention in 1971 when it was taken to the moon by astronaut James B. Irwin on Apollo 15. Irwin's mother gave it to him before the flight and he actually left a copy of the poem on the moon.
WHAT IS EPIPHANY? 
The Epiphany of our Lord is the wonderful liturgical festival observed on January 6.  It is the oldest of the Christmas festivals and originally the most important.  Since January 6 is most often a weekday, liturgical Protestants sometimes shift the celebration of Epiphany to the Sunday immediately following the 6th.  Epiphany is also a season that lasts until the beginning of Lent and encompasses four to nine Sundays, depending on the date of Easter. 
WHAT DOES THE WORD "EPIPHANY" MEAN? 
The word epiphany comes from the Greek noun epiphaneia, which means "shining forth," "manifestation," or "revelation."  In the ancient Greco-Roman world, an epiphany referred to the appearance of one of the gods to mortals.  Since Hellenistic kings and Roman emperors were considered by many to be gods, the word epiphany was also used as a term for divine majesty.  The Epiphany of our Lord is the Christian festival that celebrates the many ways through signs, miracles, and preaching that Jesus revealed Himself to the world as Christ, God Incarnate, and King of kings.
WHAT DOES THE CHURCH COMMEMORATE DURING EPIPHANY? 
The Festival of the Epiphany of our Lord originally commemorated three incidents that manifested the mission and divinity of Christ:  the visit of the Magi (Matthew 2:1-12), the baptism of Jesus (Mark 1:9-11), and the miracle at Cana (John 2:1-11).  Nowadays, most liturgical churches emphasize the visit of the Magi on January 6th and celebrate Christ's baptism on the first Sunday after the 6th.
WHO WERE THE MAGI? 
The Magi were members of the religious hierarchy of ancient Persia and Media (the region corresponding to modern Iran).  They were scholars and practitioners of astrology, divination, and the interpretation of dreams.  Their expertise in these arcane subjects is the reason they were often referred to as "wise men."  The Magi of Babylonia undoubtedly came into contact with exiled Jewish priests living among them.  Through these acquaintances the Magi learned of the Old Testament prophecies concerning the coming of Christ, including the cryptic "messianic star" passage of Numbers 24:17.  This explains why the astral phenomenon described in Matthew 2:1-12 so fascinated the wise men of the gospel narrative.  
Many pious legends about the wise men have arisen over the centuries.  In the western Christian churches, these include the traditions that there were three Magi who visited Jesus, that their names were Gaspar, Melchior, and Balthasar, and that they were kings.
~reprinted from www.ucc.org 
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2012
	Sunday
	  Monday
	  Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	  Friday  
	Saturday

	1
9:00 - Prayer Circle

10:00 – Worship
11:00 -Coffee Hour
Joint worship at the United Presbyterian Church


	2
5:00 PM and

6:30 PM

ZUMBA
	3
	4
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

5:00 PM

ZUMBA
1:30 PM Deacons
	5
6:00 AM

ZUMBA


	6
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	7


	8
9:00 - Prayer Circle

10:00 – Worship
11:00 -Coffee Hour

Janet Schwengber


	9
5:00 PM and
6:30 PM

ZUMBA
6:30

Trustees
	10
6:00 AM

ZUMBA
	11
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

5:00 PM

ZUMBA


	12
6:00 AM

ZUMBA
	13
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	14
8:00 AM

ZUMBA



	15
9:00 - Prayer Circle

10:00 – Worship
11:00 -Coffee Hour
Janet Schwengber

	16
9:00 – 1:00
PAL

5:00 PM and
6:30 PM

ZUMBA
6:30

Prudential Board
	17
6:00 AM

ZUMBA
	18
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

5:00 PM

ZUMBA

	19
6:00 AM

ZUMBA
	20
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	21
8:00 AM

ZUMBA



	22
9:00 - Prayer Circle

10:00 – Worship
11:00 Coffee Hour
Rev. William Robertson

	23
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

5:00 PM and 6:30 PM
ZUMBA

	24
6:00 AM

ZUMBA

	25
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

5:00 PM

ZUMBA

	26
6:00 AM

ZUMBA
	27
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	28


	29
9:00 - Prayer Circle

10:00 – Worship
11:00 Coffee Hour
Rev. Tomi Jacobs-Ziobro

Annual Meeting

	30
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

5:00 PM and 6:30 PM
ZUMBA
	31
6:00 AM

ZUMBA
	
	
	
	


          “The New Year symbolizes the birth of hope, and the renewal of life.”





~ Author unknown














