THE  CONNECTION
First Congregational Church United Church of Christ
    May 2009
Rev. Jennifer Matison Juliano

4 Mead Street, Walton, NY  13856

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9-12

Pastor Jennifer’s Office Hours are available by appointment.

Please call 865-4066 or 434-5632

Church Email:  waltonucc@frontiernet.net
~WHAT’S NEW ~

Building Donation Schedule
The building non-member rental donation schedule has been updated.  Please contact the Church Office at 865-4066 if you would like a copy.
National Day of Prayer

Thursday, May 7 is the 58th annual observance of the National Day of Prayer.  A community service will be held at New Hope Community Church at 7:00 p.m. to pray for the United States of America.  

Day of Pentecost/Reception of New Members

This year the First Congregational Church, UCC will celebrate Pentecost (May 31) with the reception of new members:  Debbie and Roger Bowker and Evan Segar.  The traditional color of Pentecost is red so try to remember to wear red on May 31.  A special “red” coffee hour will follow worship.  

~ WHAT’S HAPPENING ~

Bible Basics

On May 6th the Bible Basics class will begin our reading of The Letter of Paul to the Romans.   The class meets each Wednesday evening from 5:30 – 6:30.  If anyone would like to join the class, this would be an excellent time to do so as we begin a new topic of study.    Please see Pastor Jennifer if you would like more information.

Morning Glories

Morning Glories women’s breakfast gathering will be held on Saturday, May 16th at 9:30 a.m.  This month’s gathering will be at the home Betty Moore, 16 Hillside Terrace.  For further information please call Betty at 865-4839.
Simple Soup Supper and Short Service

The Simple Soup Supper and Short Service will be held on Wednesday, May 13.  Please join us for a free soup supper followed by a brief meditative service.

 Ecumenical Society of the Blessed Virgin Mary Spring Meeting
On May 9 the First Congregational Church, UCC will host and participate in the Spring Meeting of the Ecumenical Society of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  The topic for this meeting is how the Annual Mary Retreats held at the First Congregational Church and led by Dr. Virginia Kimball and Pastor Jennifer are a model for ecumenical dialogue.  Several speakers are scheduled for this event and participants are registered from as far away as Indiana and Maryland.  Breakfast and Lunch will be served.  The meeting is open to all.  To register, or for more information please call the church office at 865-4066 or see Pastor Jennifer. 
Church in Society

Bakers Needed
The Church in Society Committee continues their fundraising efforts with a Bake Sale at the Big M parking lot Friday May 29th at 9:00 am.   Baked Goods can be dropped of Friday morning at the Big M or contact any Committee member to make other arrangements.  
Mission:  Pneuma
The final planning meeting for the 2008-09 Mission:  Pneuma year was held last week.   On Earth Day the children collected garbage from the surrounding neighborhood, ate “green” veggies, and created holders for books and papers from used cereal boxes.   May and June be filled with stories, snacks, crafts, and games using the book of Mark.
Youth Group
Our Youth raised $711 for Relay for Life this year.  A lot of hard work helped them surpass their goal and nearly doubled that of last year.  They have already set their goals higher for next year.  They would like to thank those from the Church who contributed to their success.
May 2009 Worship Schedule
Glimpses of Life in the Early Church
	Date
	Sunday
	Scriptures
	Theme

	May 3
	Fourth Sunday of Easter

Communion
	Psalm 23

Acts 4:5-12
	“In His Name”

	May 10
	Fifth Sunday of Easter


	Psalm 22:25-31

Acts 8:26-40
	“Scriptural Guides”

	May 17
	Sixth Sunday of Easter
	Psalm 98

Acts 10:44-48
	“A Spirit for Everyone”

	May 24
	Seventh Sunday of Easter
	Psalm 1

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26
	“Business Prayer”

	May 31
	Pentecost Sunday

Reception of New

 Members
	Psalm 104:24-34

Romans 8:22-27
	“Like a Bridge”


Duty Trustee for the month of May– Bill Thomson

Duty Deacon for the month of May – Nikki Bowker

~ POETRY AND SMILES ~
Could I Be Happy in Heaven?
By:  Norma Vigus

Could I be happy in Heaven
If God was never near-by?

To tell the truth quickly my brother—

I wouldn’t even give it a try.

The weather could even impress me

While loved ones and friends gather by.

But never have God and his loving?

I wouldn’t even give it a try.

To know we are safe is a treasure,

In a place that rests softly on high.

Now I hope you will join me forever

And never even give it a try.

With a start came the thought I’d forgotten,

To let those behind me know I’m here.

Then Jesus said “child, do not worry,

I’ve a way to do that without fear”.

As I entered my door I was breathless,

At the beauty I saw in the sky.

For the gold and the red was before me,

Telling all she was safe and Good-Bye.

God’s Loving Message
By:  Norma Vigus
On the last day of my journey,
I was scared as scared could be.

Even though I knew where I was going, 

And the people I would see.

As I left my home on earth here,

What a lovely road to see.

The lights were bright and leading,

For those like you and me.

I could feel and see a vision,

With a smile upon its face.

Who was glad to be my guide there,

And to show the proper place.

Then at last I was there and so happy,

To see all who were waiting there.

Even more there was God and there was Jesus,

With smiles that lit up faces and hair.

Mothers
A mother is a person who seeing there are only four pieces of pie for five people, promptly announces she never did care for pie.  Tenneva Jordan
All women become like their mothers.  That is their tragedy.  No man does.  That's his.  ~Oscar Wilde, The Importance of Being Earnest, 1895
Sweater, n.:  garment worn by child when its mother is feeling chilly.  ~Ambrose Bierce
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MAY BIRTHDAYS

8th

Mary Carroll

12th

Charlie O’Dell


25

Norma Vigus
MAY ANNIVERSARIES
    17th      Ron and Lorraine Richards
· MAY 2009
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	Thursday
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	Saturday
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	2


	3

	4
2:30

Mission: Pneuma
	5

	6
5:30 

Bible Basics


	7
National
Day of Prayer
	8

	9
Ecumenical Council Blessed Virgin Mary Meeting



	10
11:00

Worship
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	11
2:30

Mission:  Pneuma
	12
6:30
Trustees
	13
5:30

Bible Basics
6:00

Soup Supper

7:00

Short Service
	14

	15
	16
9:30
Morning Glories



	17
11:00 

Worship


	18
2:30

Mission:  Pneuma
6:30

Prudential Board


	19

	20
5:30 

Bible Basics


	21

	22

	23


	24
11:00
Worship

31
Pentecost

11:00

Worship

Reception of New Members
	25
No Mission:  Pneuma

Memorial Day
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	26
	27
5:30 Bible Basics
6:45

Deacons Meeting
	28
	29
9:00

Bake Sale-

Big M Parking Lot
	30
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May 2009

As many of you have heard by now,
Josh and I are separated and in the
process of getting a divorce. I want
to assure you that my plan is to stay
in Walton and continue as the pastor
of the First Congregational Church.
Walton has become my home and
this church a family.

One of the problems with preaching
on a regular basis is your words have
a way of coming back to haunt you.
How annoying it is to have someone
quote you back to yourself! But
during these last couple of difficult
weeks, I have come to discovered
that much of what I say is actually
true. We do worship a God of
resurrection who has the power to
bring new life out of the ruins. We
do follow a God who is really and
truly there with us in the lonely
moments of the night and the glaring
hours of the day. Lately I find
myself wondering how in the world
people face personal crises without
faith and an ongoing relationship
with Jesus. It is a good and powerful
thing to discover that one’s faith is
indeed real and that there is
sustenance behind one’s preaching.

I always knew the First
Congregational Church was a special
church family. It was the people of
the church that drew me here with
their warmth, love, and humor. It is
the people of the church that are
keeping me here with their love and
support. I am so grateful for all that
you have done for me lately. In this

day when families are scattered by
distance, it is such a comfort to know
that the church is a family that is
there to share in one another’s joys
and sorrows. Your help, phone calls,
hugs, shared tears, and “Please let
me know what I can do” have made
all the difference for Chloe and for
me. So once again, thank you.

The end of this month marks our
fourth year anniversary as a
congregation and pastor. It is a bit
overwhelming to reflect on all the
changes I have been through in my
life over these past four years and all
the changes we have been through as
a church. With God’s blessings, may
we continue to live and grow
together in the years to come.

Blessings,
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