THE CONNECTION

April 2011
First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Reverend Jennifer Kimball
4 Mead Street, Walton, NY 13856

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9-12

Pastor Jennifer’s Office Hours are available by appointment.

Please call 865-4066 or 434-5632
Church Email:  waltonucc@frontiernet.net
Church Website: www.uccwalton.com

~ WHAT’S NEW ~


Holy Week Services

Palm/Passion Sunday services will be held here at the First Congregational Church, UCC on Sunday, April 17th at 10:00 am.

A joint Soup Supper and Maundy Thursday Service will be held Thursday, April 21st at the United Presbyterian Church.  The free soup supper will begin at 6:30 with a worship service following at 7:00.
The Community Good Friday Service will be held at the New Hope Community Church at 1:00 pm on Friday, April 22nd.
The Easter Sunday Sunrise Service will be held at Riverside Park at 6:30 am.  Parking is available in the Riverside Alliance Church parking lot.  In inclement weather the service will be held at the Methodist Church.  The breakfast to follow will be held at the Methodist church at 7:00 am.

Easter Worship services will be held here at the First Congregational Church, UCC at 10:00 am.
“Easter says you can put truth in a grave, but it won't stay there.”  ~Clarence W. Hall




Congratulations to Pastor Jennifer
Pastor Jennifer’s paper, “Wilderness Transformed” based on a series of sermons given at the First Congregational Church, UCC throughout the summer of 2008 has been published in a book entitled Mary for the Love & Glory of God:  Essays on Mary and Ecumenism, edited by Maura Hearden and Virginia M. Kimball.  The book is available through Amazon and the Ecumenical Society of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  A copy of the book cover is on the bulletin board.   The back cover mentions Pastor Jennifer as the Pastor of the First Congregational Church, UCC in Walton, NY.  This is an incredible accomplishment ~ congratulations!!
~ WHAT’S HAPPENING ~
“Mission:  Pneuma”    


The ”Mission:  Pneuma” program will host an Easter Open House   on Monday, April 25th.  All are welcome to attend.  Help support this outreach program sponsored by our church and come enjoy a program by the children and refreshments.
Heart, Soul, Mind, and Neighbor



The Lenten Prayer, Study, and Practice Group called “Heart, Soul, Mind, and Neighbor” gathers at the First Congregational Church each Sunday from 4:00 to 6:00 pm ending April 17.  Grounded in the greatest commandment according to Jesus, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind,” this group will provide an opportunity to deepen one’s faith commitment.  

April prepares her green traffic light and the world thinks Go.  ~Christopher Morley, John Mistletoe
One Great Hour of Sharing

On April 3rd we will receive the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering.  OGHS is administered by Wider Church Ministries of the United Church of Christ and provides support to people in over 80 countries.  When you make a gift to the offering, you become a partner in refugee, disaster relief, and community development efforts of the UCC in the United States and internationally.  Through this refugee, relief, and development fund, lives are changed.  Sharing brings Joy!
Coffee House 


The Coffee will be open Friday, April 29th in the Fellowship Hall beginning from 6:00-8:00 pm.  Come enjoy free refreshments, good fellowship, games, and live music by.  Free childcare will be provided.


     Youth Group for 6th to 8th Grade
The April Meeting for the Youth Group will be Sunday, April 10th from 3:00 – 5:00.  An Easter Craft is planed.   A snack will be provided.
“For I remember it is Easter morn, and life and love and peace are all new born.”
~Alice Freeman Palmer
  Food Pantry Ministry
 


For the month of April we will be collecting 1 pound boxes of spaghetti.

Food items can be placed under the display as you enter the Sanctuary.  
Be yourself.  Who else is better qualified?”  ~Frank J. Gilblin II




Worship Schedule for April 2011

	Date
	
	Scriptures
	Theme

	April 3
	4th Sunday in Lent

Communion
	Psalm 23
	“The Journey of a Lifetime”

	April 10
	5th Sunday in Lent
	Ezekiel 37:1-14


	“Prophesy to the Breath”

	April 17
	Palm/Passion Sunday
	Matthew 21:1-11

Matthew 26
	“All Our Cries”

	April 24
	Easter
	Matthew 28:1-10


	“Witnessing Resurrection”




   
            
       APRIL 2011   
	Sunday
	  Monday
	  Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	  Friday  
	Saturday

	




	
	
	
	
	1
9:00 – 1:00

PAL
	2

	3
10:00
Worship/Mini Pneuma
11:00 
Coffee Hour

4:00

Lenten Study
	4
2:30 – 4:30

Mission:  Pneuma

	5

	6
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

6:30 Deacons
	7

	8
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	9


	10
10:00
Worship/Mini Pneuma

11:00 
Coffee Hour
4:00
Lenten Study
	11
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

6:30  Trustees


	12

	13
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	14

	15
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	16


	17
Palm Sunday




10:00 

Palm/Passion Sunday Worship/Mini Pneuma

11:00
 Coffee Hour

4:00

Lenten Study
	18
9:00 – 1:00

PAL
2:30 – 4:30

Mission:  Pneuma
6:30

Prudential Board

	19 

9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	20
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	21
Maundy Thursday 6:30 pm 

Soup Supper and Service to be held at the United Presbyterian Church at 

	22
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

Good Friday
1:00 pm Service at  New Hope Community  Church at 
	23


	24
Easter Sunday




6:30 am

Sunrise Service
Breakfast UP Church
10:00 Worship/Mini Pneuma
	25
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

2:30 – 4:30

Mission:  Pneuma Easter
Open House


	26

	27
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	28

	29
6:00 – 8:00
Coffee House


	30



APRIL BIRTHDAYS
      


        
      

5th

Peter Huyler

19th

Ron Richards



 
      

8th

Don Ogden

24th

Virginia Wilcox


10th

Ann LePinnet

26th

Debbie Caruso


13th

Heather Ogden
Jennifer’s Journal

April 2011
In the midst of John and me trying to explain to four year old Chloe what karma is she sat on the corner of a block that had been left on the floor.  From this experience she arrived at the reasonable conclusion that karma is a woman who pinches you on the butt when you do something you are not supposed to do.  Sometimes it seems as if our “mature” adult minds reach this same conclusion about God.  The line of thought goes something like this:  If I am good and do what I am supposed to do then God will reward me.  If I am bad then God will punish me.  Of course, we usually do not put it so simplistically.  We instead wonder why our enemy does not get “theirs”.  We wonder what we did to deserve our latest trouble.  

Then tragedy, such as the tsunami in Japan strikes and this law of cause and effect (hopefully) no longer holds true.  Still we struggle to make sense of what is happening and lately there is an awful lot around us that does not make sense.  The news is loaded with stories of violence and disasters and people and creation in crisis.  I am not going to try to make sense of it.  I cannot make sense of it.  Instead I am going to reflect a little on how we can respond to pain and suffering in ways that are faithful and connects us to God and to one another.  

Pray

When I hear or read of something tragic a sense of heaviness settles in the pit of my stomach.  My instinctual reaction is to close my eyes in an attempt to shut out the pain.  In response I try to remind myself to breathe.  My breath is my first prayer and sometimes if I cannot find any words besides “Oh God,” my breath remains my only prayer.  Although it seems so small and inconsequential, a simple prayer of breathing in and out offers a touch of the holy to an aching world.  When my prayers seem useless I remind myself that they are a hopeful response to all the negativity and anger surrounding us.        

Act

Hopelessness and despair are easy responses to crisis and tragedy.  But there is always some step we are able to take to help alleviate the suffering of this world.  As Christians prayer is a first response.  Prayer also changes us from the inside out and helps to move us to action.  I signed up for an online “Ecumenical Lenten Carbon Fast” for this Lenten season.  Every morning I receive an email with a suggestion of how we could lessen our impact on the environment.  Each step in and of itself probably does not make a big difference, but lots of little steps by lots of people over a long period of time would make a huge difference.  Do not believe the lie that nothing will ever change.  Take a step to be the change for which you hope.

Gratitude

The UCC Book of Worship Service of “Thanksgiving for One Who Has Died” includes the reminder, “We gather here as God’s people, conscious of others who have died and of the frailty of our own existence on earth.”  Hearing of and seeing another person’s suffering is painful in part because it reminds us that none of us are exempt.  Tragedy does not discriminate and at some time we will all mourn loved ones and face our own mortality.  Right now we are able to choose to be grateful for the people and experiences that make our lives so precious.  Too often we lose the present moment because we are afraid of what will happen next.  Do not forget to say “Thank you,” to God and appreciate all the blessings with which God showers us day after day.








