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May 2011
First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Reverend Jennifer Kimball
4 Mead Street, Walton, NY 13856

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9-12

Pastor Jennifer’s Office Hours are available by appointment.

Please call 865-4066 or 434-5632
Church Email:  waltonucc@frontiernet.net
Church Website: www.uccwalton.com

~ WHAT’S NEW ~



Recipes

A suggestion has been made to include a recipe of the month section in the newsletter.  We have many talented cooks who bring goodies to Coffee Hour and Potluck Dinners. Many of us would love to have these recipes.  If you would like to contribute a recipe of yours, or one from someone else, please contact the church office.  This is a great idea and~~you never know, this could lead to another First Congregational Church, UCC Cookbook!!

This month we are featuring a recipe submitted by Patty VerNooy:

Fran Hoyt’s Sour Cream and Chive Dip





1 cup sour cream






¼ cup fresh chives or 1 heaping tablespoon

     freeze dried chives






¼ cup minced green pepper






½ cup mayonnaise






1 teaspoon salt





1-2 drops garlic juice






1 teaspoon sugar

Serve with fresh vegetables, crackers or chips.  

(you may omit green peppers and/or 

salt and use garlic salt or powder)

“You are never too old to set a new goal or to dream a new dream.”











~ C.S Lewis

Vacation
Pastor Jennifer will be on vacation May 2nd – May 8th.  In case of pastoral emergencies please contact Deacon Donna Thomson at 865-5752.  Diane Meredith will preach on Sunday, May 8th.



May 31st is the 6th anniversary of Pastor Jennifer’s pastorate here at the First Congregational Church UCC.  We thank Pastor Jennifer for her dedication to our church and look forward to many more years together.
~ WHAT’S HAPPENING ~

  Food Pantry Ministry
 


For the month of May we will be collecting Chicken Noodle Soup.

Food items can be placed under the display as you enter the Sanctuary.  
“All endings are also beginnings.  We just don’t know it at the time.”








~Mitch Albom



As some of you are aware Pastor Jennifer is a contributing author in the book “Mary for the Love & Glory of God”.  Much of her essay, “Wilderness Transformed:  Revelation 12: 13-17” is based on the First Congregational Church UCC and the town of Walton.  Copies of the book are available in the church office for $15.  
 Often when we lose hope and think this is the end, GOD smiles from
above and says, "Relax, it's just a bend, not the end!" 







~Author Unknown
Special Speaker
The Churches of Walton are sponsoring a special speaker by the name of Pam Stenzel.  Her topic is Sex Still Has a Price Tag.

Pam speaks nationally and internationally to 500,000 students annually on the consequences of casual sex.  She addresses the issues of pregnancy, STDs and the physical/emotional consequences of multiple sexual partners.  She is a proponent of abstinence and waiting until marriage.  For more information about Pam, go to www.PamSentzel.com.

This event is for adults and youth (recommended for grades 7 on up).  Everyone is welcome.  There is no cost to attend.
“If one is out of touch with oneself, one cannot touch others.”







~Anne Morrow Lindbergh



Mission:  Pneuma

The final meeting for Mission:  Pneuma will be May 23rd.  During the second half of the program the children learned about the Fruit of the Spirit through our format of worship, snack, craft, and game all reinforcing the weekly theme.  This year we had 17 children enrolled in the program.  This summer we will have several sessions to plan the curriculum for next fall.



Worship Schedule for May 2011
	Date
	Sunday
	Scripture
	Theme

	May 1
	2nd Sunday of Easter

Communion
	1 Peter 1:3-9
	“The Joy Continues”

	May 8
	3rd Sunday of Easter

Diane Meredith to preach
	
	

	May 15
	4th Sunday of Easter

Baptism
	Acts 2:42-47
	“What a Fellowship”

	May 22
	5th Sunday of Easter


	Acts 7:55-60
	“A Hard Faith”

	May 29
	6th Sunday of Easter


	Acts 17:22-31
	“Groping for God”


WORRYING does not take away tomorrow's TROUBLES; it takes away
today's PEACE.








 ~Author Unknown




   
                   
 2011   
	Sunday
	  Monday
	  Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	  Friday  
	Saturday

	1

	2
Pastor Jennifer on vacation
	3
Pastor Jennifer on vacation
	4
Pastor Jennifer on vacation
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	5
Pastor Jennifer on vacation

National Day of Prayer
	6
Pastor Jennifer on vacation
9:00 – 1:00

PAL
	7
Pastor Jennifer on vacation

	8 

Pastor Jennifer on vacation

10:00
Worship/Mini Pneuma
11:00 
Coffee Hour





	9
2:30 – 4:30

Mission:  Pneuma
5:15 – 6:00
Exercise Class

6:30  Trustees
	10
6:00 -7:00 am
Exercise Class

	11
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

5:15 – 6:00

Exercise Class

2:00

Deacons
	12
6:00 -7:00 am

Exercise Class

	13
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	14


	15
10:00
Worship/Mini Pneuma

11:00 
Coffee Hour

	16
9:00 – 1:00

PAL
5:15 – 6:00

Exercise Class

6:30

Prudential Board
	17
6:00 -7:00 am

Exercise Class
3:00 pm

Mission:  Pneuma planning meeting
	18
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

5:15 – 6:00

Exercise Class


	19

	20
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	21


	22
10:00 

Worship/Mini Pneuma

11:00
Coffee Hour

6:30 pm
Pam Stenzel @

Walton Theatre
	23
9:00 – 1:00

PAL
2:30 – 4:30

Mission:  Pneuma
5:15 – 6:00

Exercise Class


	24 
6:00 -7:00 am

Exercise Class

	25
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

5:15 – 6:00

Exercise Class


	26

	27
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

6:00
Coffee House
	28


	29
10:00
Worship/Mini Pneuma
11:00 Coffee Hour

11:00 Church in Society
	30



	31
6:00 -7:00 am

Exercise Class

Pastor Jennifer’s 6th Anniversary with First congregational Church, UCC

	
	
	
	


  MAY BIRTHDAYS

MAY ANNIVERSARIES           


     8th
   Mary Carroll

 17th Ron and Loraine Richards

  12th
   Charles O’Dell


  25th
   Norma Vigus
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Easter is not over. Easter is just
beginning. Jesus’ resurrection is too
much for one Sunday. Our Christian
calendar has generously allotted fifty
days, known as Eastertide, to the
celebration of Easter. Forty days of
preparation in exchange for fifty days of
celebration! That is a good deal.
Unfortunately, many of us let this Easter
opportunity slip past us by assuming that
once school and work resumes on
Monday morning, the holy season is
done for another year.

Perhaps the problem is we have not
really been given any guidance in
celebrating Easter to the fullest extent.
Lent begins with an invitation to fast and
encouragement to mark the season as
holy. We are very familiar with the idea
of Lenten spiritual practices, but what
about spiritual practices for Eastertide?

The theme that has emerged for me this
Easter is one of joy. Joy is not a result
of our own personal happiness or
pleasure, but rather is a sense of peace
and well being that comes from being in
the presence of God. Joy is a gift from
God. During our “Mission: Pneuma”
Easter Open House, I used a gift-
wrapped box as a symbol of joy. One
child kept asking to open the “present”
and expressed disappointment that it was
“just joy.” For the rest of the afternoon I
kept thinking about how we learn to
appreciate the gift of joy. “Just joy” has
the power to make all the difference
during difficult times by reminding us
there is more to life than hardship and
simply getting by. God is at work in our
lives and in the world around. New life
awaits us in Jesus.

Perhaps joy could be the foundation of
our Eastertide disciplines. At some
point each day we could take a little time
to experience joy by opening ourselves
up to the presence of Jesus through
prayer and the reading of Scripture.
Instead of asking God for something, we
could take the opportunity to recognize
what God is doing right now in our lives.
We could seek out signs of resurrection,
evidence of new life. As spring blooms
around us signs of resurrection are as
abundant as the baby buds on the trees.
Resurrection is a result of new life
coming forth from something that has
died. When looking for signs of
resurrection it is helpful to return to
places of loss, death, and despair. God
just may surprise us with a tender new
bloom where we thought life was
impossible.

We also could practice resurrection
ourselves. Where in our lives is God
calling us to new life? New life requires
change. Change requires death and
death opens the doorway to resurrection.
If we recognize the seeds of resurrection
in our lives we could make it our
practice this Eastertide to nurture and
cultivate them and discover for ourselves
what God is bringing into fruition.

The joy of Easter comes from the
discovery that God is a God of surprises.
Although Jesus told his disciples over
and over again he would be raised, they
were all taken by surprise when it
actually happened. Time and again, God
makes happen what we think is
impossible. Let us ground ourselves in
God’s gift of joy this Eastertide, seek out
signs of resurrection, and nurture the
tender seeds of new life. Alleluia!
Christ is risen!

Catie bl
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