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First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Reverend Jennifer Kimball
4 Mead Street, Walton, NY  13856

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9-12

Pastor Jennifer’s Office Hours are available by appointment.

Please call 865-4066 or 434-5632
Church Email:  waltonucc@frontiernet.net
Church Website: www.uccwalton.com

HOW TO COUNT...............

Count your blessings instead of your crosses; Count your gains instead of your losses; Count your joys instead of your woes; Count your friends instead of your foes; Count your smiles instead of your tears; Count your courage instead of your fears; Count your health instead of your wealth; Count on God instead of yourself.

 


Submitted by Mary Carroll
~ WHAT’S NEW ~
Stewardship

This year for stewardship the First Congregational Church is focusing on the abundance of God’s blessings.  It is so easy to get caught up on what we do not have, what we want, and what we need and in the process miss how blessed we truly are as individuals and as a church.  A two part stewardship campaign has been created to help us reflect and respond to God’s blessings in light of the needs of our church.  

Part I:  Abundance Sunday

Abundance Sunday is a celebration.  On November 14 Sunday morning worship has been designated “Abundance Sunday” and our time together will be rich and full.  Instead of a sermon several speakers including Peter Huyler, Judy Kipp, Ann LePinnet, Judy Ogden, Bill Thomson, and Pastor Jennifer will share their answer to the question “Why do you give money to the First Congregational Church, UCC?”  Following worship a special coffee hour will be held in the Parlor and then an opportunity for prayer and reflection. 

Part II:  Pledge Sunday

The following Sunday, November 21 has been designated “Pledge Sunday” and during worship we will return our pledge cards for 2011.  The second week of November a packet will be mailed out to provide church members and friends with helpful information regarding pledging and the financial needs of the First Congregational Church.  May stewardship be a prayerful and joyful response to God’s abundant gifts. 

Walton Walks for Hunger Sunday November 7

Walking for a hunger free Walton--------------




Join Walton Walks for Hunger 
Walton Walks for Hunger is a new event sponsored by the churches in Walton to address Community and World Hunger.  Our local Food Bank receives 60% of all the money raised by the Walton Walks for Hunger WALK, and this year the Walton Ministerial Association has decided that 40% will be given to Church World Service for Hunger Programs.

Registration begins at 1:00 at the First United Methodist Church (Register at the Methodist Church and receive a free water bottle for your participation)

Kick-off begins at 1:30 
Walk begins at 2:00 
If you interested in being part of the walking team representing the First Congregational Church or sponsoring the team see Pastor Jennifer.  

Contributions also can be made by check payable to the Walton Ministerial Association.  Send donations to Walton Ministerial Association, c/o United Presbyterian Church, ATTN:  Walton Walks for Hunger, 58 East Street, Walton, NY  13856.
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Mission:  Pneuma Thanksgiving Open House

The children and volunteers of Mission:  Pneuma, the after school program of the First Congregational Church, UCC are excited to invite all members and friends of the church to their Thanksgiving Open House on November 8 from 3:45 to 4:30.  Come and see what happens here every Monday and show your support for this program. Opening worship will provide a brief look at the Pilgrims, our ancestors in faith.  Following worship, the children will host a gathering complete with a yummy blessing mix and a little gift.

For questions or more information, call the church office at 865-4066.  
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“Like a Tree”:  A Prayer and Visioning Opportunity

Group prayer is becoming a special practice of some of the members of the First Congregational Church.  On Sunday, November 14 following coffee hour we will gather in the Parlor for a time of prayer and visioning.  If you have joined this group before, we look forward to your continued participation.  If you have not yet an opportunity to participate, come join us and see why people keep coming back.   

Bible Study

Bible Study meets the first and third Wednesdays of the month. For the month of November we will focus on stewardship in order to help us understand this essential Christian practice. Each session meets from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. in the Parlor and begins with a time of prayer followed by discussion and reflection.  On November 3 we will examine and reflect on some of the Bible’s teachings on Stewardship.  On November 17 we will look at Stewardship as a faith practice. 
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NY Connects

The Caregiver Committee of NY Connects is hosting a gathering of the minds to focus on establishing a social adult day program in Walton. This meeting is part of an ongoing effort to create community resources for enriching participant’s lives and as a support and much-needed break for caregivers. The meeting will be held Monday, November 15, 2010 at Ogden Memorial Library on Gardiner Place in Walton at 3:00 PM. Community involvement is vital to the success of this project! For questions or more information, Please call Kit Marshfield at the Office for the Aging in Delhi. (OFA Tele: 746-6293)

Thanksgiving Memo

You stuffed the family turkey and baked a lot of pies, 

Made cranberry sauce and gravy for potatoes, rolls and ties. 

You laid the special china on linens white as snow, 

While flowers, fruit and silver reflect the candles’ glow.

Before you served the loved ones and watched the football game, 

Did you think to give your thanks to Him from whence it came?

Submitted by a Church Member
Community Thanksgiving Service

Sunday, November 21 at the First United Methodist Church

6:45 p.m. Praise and Worship

7:00 p.m. Service

This year’s Community Thanksgiving Service is a celebration of the many ways God has joined our various churches here in Walton into a larger Christian community that is able to worship and work together in sharing the love of Jesus.  The evening’s service will consist of a message from the Reverend Mark Del Giudice of the First United Methodist Church and lots of special music from several local churches including the First Congregational Church’s String Quartet (Julian Wilcox, Carol Erlandson, Beth Ogden, and Heather Ogden) plus two other members.  Pastor Jennifer is on the planning committee and is very excited about this service.  An offering will be taken to benefit the Walton Food Bank.  

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER
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Our Church will be hosting the Annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner on Thanksgiving Day, November 25th, 12:30-3:00. Take out will be available and music will be provided by Jeff Wood. You will find sign-up sheets on the table outside the Parlor for volunteers to bake turkeys, pies, breads and rolls; to help with food prep prior to, or on Thanksgiving Day. Also carvers are needed. You can also call the church office at 

865-4066 to sign up. It takes many people to make this dinner a success, please consider giving a helping hand.
Christmas Bazaar and Cookie Sale

The First Congregational Church, UCC will be taking part in the annual “Spend the Day in Walton” celebration by having a Christmas Bazaar and Cookie sale on November 27, 2010 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.  

Hanging of the Greens November 28th following Worship

Advent begins on November 28th and it is the tradition of the First Congregational Church to mark the beginning of this season with decorating and lighting of the church.  Hanging of the Greens will take place following worship on that Sunday.  

LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED.  
~ WHAT’S HAPPENING ~

November Worship Schedule

Worship 10:00 am

	DATE
	SUNDAY
	SCRIPTURE
	THEME

	November 7
	Communion
	Luke 20:27-38
	Children of the resurrection

	November 14
	Abundance Sunday
	Isaiah 65:17-25
	Living the Vision

	November 21
	Pledge Sunday/Reign of Christ Sunday
	Luke 23:33-43
	Do you remember me?

	November 28
	First Sunday of Advent

	Isaiah 2:1-5
Romans 3:11-14
	Walking in the Light


Walton Food Bank
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The Canned Vegetable and Fruit collection was a great success and even included over four boxes of canned goods from Tennessee!  Bill Vigus was coming up to visit his mom, Norma and brought with him a generous donation to add to our growing collection. 

For the month of November we will be collecting HOT and COLD CEREAL.  Help to ensure our neighbors begin their day with a good breakfast by contributing boxes of hot and cold cereal.  A container will also be provided for monetary donations to help with the costs of providing turkeys for the Thanksgiving Baskets provided by the Walton Food Bank.  Last year the Food Bank gave out 140 Thanksgiving Baskets.     

We have received a letter from Vabina Meyers, Director of the Walton Food Bank.  She states that food donations have been down for several months.  During these difficult times the demand for food has increased.  The Food Bank serves 80 – 95 families each month and is seriously in need of food.  Please try to help.  Food items can be placed in the Narthex. 
Mission: Pneuma Newsletter

On October 18 the first Mission: Pneuma newsletter was distributed to the participants of Mission: Pneuma. The discussion and planning of the newsletter was started back in August so it is nice to see it finally become a reality. The newsletter was named “Take a Breath”. It gives us a chance to reach out to the parents, family and friends of Mission: Pneuma participants and let them know what they do while they are here and information about the church. We also included an activity for the children. If you are interested in seeing what the Mission: Pneuma newsletter is all about there will be one hanging on the bulletin board.
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Why do you give money to the First
Congregational Church, United Church of
Christ? As I ponder this question, I find
pieces of the answer in this busy month of
November. November houses the
Stewardship season, Thanksgiving, and the
beginning of Advent. Why do I give money
to my church? I give out of a spirit of
stewardship, thanksgiving, and advent.

To be truthful, I used to give purely out of a
spirit of obligation. As a new pastor, I
called a mentor to inquire about the pledging
practices of ministers. Much to my dismay,
he told me that ideally the minister and
family should be one of the highest pledging
units in the church. Uggghhh! I tried to
give faithfully and generously because that
was what I was supposed to do. 1did
believe that stewardship was an important
spiritual practice. I did believe that how we
spend our money reflects our deepest values.
As a faith practice stewardship shaped my
actions and I struggled to live out this call to
use my resources in a way that deepened my
relationship with God. I was an example
that sometimes we need to live a belief for it
to really take hold of us.

After a few years of giving on a fairly
consistent basis I found my financial
situation to be completely up in the air. For
a time, I really did not know how I was
going to support Chloe and myself. For
several months I did not contribute at all to
the church. During this period I was the
recipient of some generous gifts from other
UCC churches who were aware of my
situation. These checks did not just alleviate
some of my financial pressure they were
also powerful reminders of God’s love and
the ties that bind Christians together. Those
envelopes held a piece of Advent, a very

tangible reminder that God is with us in our
sorrow and suffering.

Just days after Matison’s birth I could no
longer ignore the squeak my dryer made
(and the fact that it took a couple of hours to
dry a load of laundry). The prospect of not
having a dryer with a newborn and toddler
was a bit overwhelming. That very same
day I went to the post office and found an
envelope from the New York Conference.
Inside was a check for $400 (a new dryer
cost me $399 plus tax) from the “Pay It
Forward Fund.” Pay it forward became a
promise I vowed to keep whenever possible.
That unexpected gift changed my whole
approach to stewardship. From that moment
on I experienced giving to the church and
other causes as a privilege. Having come
through a period where I could not give, it is
now a gift to me whenever I write out an
offering check to the church. Itisa
reminder of how God takes care of me and
my family and is an expression of my
gratitude. It is an act of thanksgiving.

When I was alone and scared with two
babies the church both here in Walton and
beyond made it possible for me to rebuild
my life. Never before in my life had I felt
the presence of Jesus so personal and close.
I give to the church because it gives me an
opportunity to express my gratitude and in
hopes that my contribution will help to usher
in new life for someone else. I give because
I believe in stewardship, thanksgiving,
advent...and resurrection.
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NOVEMBER 2010
	Sunday
	  Monday
	  Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	  Friday  
	Saturday

	
	1
2:30 – 4:30

Mission:  Pneuma
	2
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	3
6:30 Bible Study
	4
	5

	6
10:00-2:00
Bake Sale at Robinson’s Auction

	7
10:00
Worship

	8
9:00 – 1:00

PAL
2:30 – 4:30

Mission:  Pneuma
	9
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

6:30

Trustees

	10

	11
Veterans

Day
	12

	13


	14
10:00
Worship
Abundance Sunday
	15
9:00 – 1:00
PAL

2:30 – 4:30

Mission:  Pneuma/Thanksgiving Open House
6:30

Prudential Board
	16
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	17
6:30 Bible Study

	18

	19

	20


	21
10:00 

Worship
7:00 Thanksgiving Service @ UMC

Pledge Sunday

	22
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	23 

9:00 – 1:00

PAL

	24

	25
Happy Thanksgiving!
12:30-3:00

Community Thanksgiving Dinner
	26

	27
10:00-2:00

Christmas Bazaar & Cookie Sale

	28
10:00 Worship
11:00 Church in Society
1st Sunday of Advent 
	29
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

2:30 – 4:30

Mission:  Pneuma
6:30 Deacons
	30
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	
	
	
	


NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS



NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
4th

Cookie Richards



26th

Roger and Debbie Bowker
10th

Ernest Vail



18th

Emily Richards





Rachel McLemore



19th

Samantha Rodriguez
Andrew McLemore
25th

David Carroll
26th

Chris Ogden

28th

Peg Holley

Looking Ahead…


Simple Soup Supper and Short Service

The Deacons decided to put the monthly Simple Soup Supper and Short Services on hold until December.  On December 8 an Advent Service and Soup Supper will be held.
Please continue your support for your Church.  The Church needs U, and U need the Church!  We cannot spell Church without U!

Submitted by Mary Carroll
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