THE CONNECTION

November 2011
First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
4 Mead Street, Walton, NY 13856

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9-12

Church Phone: 865-4066
-
Email:  waltonucc@frontiernet.net
Church Website: www.uccwalton.com

There is so much happening here at the church as the Thanksgiving and Christmas seasons approach.  Read on to find all the exciting things going on…






FUN – FOOD - FELLOWSHIP!!

Morning Glories is a women’s fellowship group that meets on Saturday morning each month from 9-10:30 to share good breakfast food and friendship with each other.  We have not met in many months, but plan to restart this activity again.  On Saturday morning, November 12 at 9 AM come to the home of Jeri Ogden, 469 Murphy Hill Rd., Walton.  Bring a breakfast goodie to share (muffins, coffee cake, breakfast casserole, bagels, donuts, etc).  The coffee, tea and juice will be waiting for you!  For directions or a ride, call Jeri at 865-5071.  COME JOIN US and jump start your weekend once a month with friendship, laughs and food!





Saturday, November 5th, we will have a bake sale at Robinson’s Auction Barn during their annual Christmas Craft Show.  Baked good can be brought to the Auction Barn that morning or left in the church kitchen Thursday, November 3rd from 9 am – noon.  Volunteers are needed to take a 2 hour shift to sell baked goods and raffle tickets.  If you are available please call Dorothy Welch at 865-7574.
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       WINNIE THE POOH RAFFEL


Winnie the Pool (pictured above) will also be traveling to the auction barn on Saturday, November 5th.  Ed Tweedie handcrafted and donated this adorable Winnie the Pooh child’s coat rack which will be raffled off at our annual Christmas Bazaar on December 3rd.  Pooh can be seen in the window of Eggleton & McNee Insurance Agency at 138 Delaware Street and he will travel to Robinson’s Auction Barn on Tuesdays and Thursdays during the evening auction.  Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5 and will be available at the Auction Barn or see Dorothy Welch.  Dorothy can also be reached by phone at 865-7574.  Volunteers are also needed to help transport Winnie to and from the Auction Barn on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  If you are able to help, please contact Dorothy.

Do not give up.  Moses was once a basket case.

Pulpit Supply  

 
Our Deacon Chairman, Patty VerNooy has been very busy these past months.  She has been in contact with both lay, interim and retired ministers, and has filled all the Sundays till the end of this year with a pulpit supply.  We are very grateful to her for the time she has spend on filling the pulpit each Sunday, in the absence of a full-time Pastor, so that we may continue to worship in fellowship and give thanks to God each week.  The Advent and Christmas seasons will be here shortly and we will continue to celebrate Communion the first Sunday each month as well as continue our Congregational holiday traditions.  The following is a list of our Sunday pulpit supply individuals.  We hope each and every member will attend Sunday worship to greet and hear these great speakers’ messages.
Nov 6 - Miriam Hathaway

Nov 13 - Stewardship Sunday
Nov 20 - Diane Meredith 

Nov 27 - Janet Schwengber 

DID YOU KNOW????  

Continued from last month:
The organ, which was up front, was played by Mrs. Fred St. John.  Instead of a choir, we had a quartet.  The members were, Dr. Harris, bass; Will Daggett, tenor; Mary Colton, alto; and either Virginia Williams or Lizzie Lyon sang soprano.  
I well remember Mr. Smith, an evangelist who conducted a revival in the church.  A large platform as built in front of the pulpit and on it sat a choir of young people.  I was proud to be seated right on the front row.

Prayer Meeting was held on Wednesday evenings in the basement of the church, as was Christian Endeavor, which I always attended.

Where our church house now stands (1960) there was a small chapel for the primary department of the Sunday School.  Miss Sarah Warner was the superintendent, and she made a fine one.  There must have been at least six classed is that small room.  Each class sat on small chairs around little tables.  I taught a class of boys.  Among them were Leo and Charles Rothensies and Floyd Smith.  Hymns were played on a melodeon or small organ.

There were many social events in the church, such as church suppers and warm sugar socials.  Mrs. CC. Tobey has charge of the King’s Daughters Circle.  She taught it a great many years, and even continued to do so after she was confined to a wheel Chair. I was in Mrs. Augusta Ogden’s class when I was in my twenties.  This class was held in the basement of the church.  Later, Mr. George Mead had a class of ladies.  Among them were Mrs. Linus Seeley, Mrs. Augusta Ogden and Mrs. Sarah Olmstead.  

By:  Mabel deforest Ogden

   

STEWARDSHIP   




     

I
It is STEWARDSHIP time again.  Although our facts and figures will be different in 2010, our financial situation is still a large part of our problems as a church.
We will be saving money without the cost of a full time minister with a benefit package, but our operating expenses nearly equal our income from pledges.  This means we are just going to get by.

We shouldn’t have to use our endowment funds, as we have need to in past years.  Yet will still can’t get ahead enough to paint the parking lot side of the church, or the pillars.  We can’t fix our stained glass windows or make the church handicapped accessible.  We won’t be able to fund new programs or confidently call a new minister.

Last year our stewardship campaign sparked the members to give at a higher level, reaching a nearly $10,000 increase from the years before.  I believe many heard the message that the heart of stewardship is about our relationship to God and also about keeping our beloved church working on that relationship.

November 13th is Stewardship Sunday.  You will be receiving a pledge card to be returned that Sunday.  Please respond with your heart and increased pledge.

Thank you,

Judy Kipp, Treasurer

“Nothing is ever so good or so bad in reality as it is in the anticipation.”









Maria Bashkertseff
Community Thanksgiving Dinner

          

 Our church will host the Annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner again this year on Thanksgiving Day, November 24th, 12:30 – 3:00.  It takes many hands to make this dinner a success.  In the coming weeks you will find sign up sheets on the table outside the parlor requesting volunteers for various duties.  You will also be kept posted in the weekly bulletin or see Lori Ogden or Lynn Allen for further information.  
DON’T GET A BULLETIN??  If you would like to receive the weekly bulletin when you can’t make it to church please call the church office at 865-4066 and one will be sent to you.  This will keep you

up-to-date on what’s happening at your church.



Hanging of the Greens
Advent begins on November 27th and it is the tradition of the First Congregational Church to mark the beginning of this season with decorating and lighting of the church.  Hanging of the Greens will take place following worship.  Soup and drink will be provided, bring a sandwich and a dessert to pass if would like.
Food Bank Ministry 


For the month of November our church will donate baked beans and/or pork and beans to the Food Bank.  Food items can be placed under the display as you enter the Sanctuary.

A letter has been received from Vabina Meyers, Director of the Walton Food Bank, to notify us that the Food Bank will once again this year give Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets.  Last year 150 baskets were given to Walton area residents in need.  Vabina is asking for money donations to purchase turkeys for Thanksgiving and hams for Christmas to put in these baskets.

Also, due to changes in grants and procedures it is necessary to pick up federally supplied food in Hamden. The food was previously delivered.  The Food Bank is looking for volunteers with “muscle” and a pick up truck to help out.  If you can help from time to time, call Vabina at 865-5147.

“Love doesn’t make the world go ‘round.  Love is what makes the ride worthwhile.”










F.P. Jones
COMMITTEE REPORTS


Deacon Report

 The Deacons have been active as usual in the past months.  They have arranged for dinners to be delivered to many of our members in time of need.  Special coffee hours were done by the Deacons to celebrate new members, baptisms, and Pastors leaving.  A farewell dinner was given to Pastor Jennifer and her family.  Arrangements were made to supply our Sundays for October, November and December.  We were pleased to have Rich Tosh with us for 3 Sundays and sent him off to New Orleans with a dish-to-pass lunch after church on October 16.

Looking Ahead:

 

The Annual Christmas Bazaar will be held on Saturday December 5th.  Any and all “nearly new” Christmas items are needed for the sale.  Do you do a special craft, have a lot of extra Christmas decorations (in good condition) you no longer need, or have great ideas for Christmas gifts?  We will gladly accept any handcrafted or nearly new items.  No clothing please.  Please leave all items on the stage.  The Winnie the Pooh drawing will take place at this Bazaar.
The Most Beautiful Flower
by Cheryl Costello-Forshey
The park bench was deserted as I sat down to read beneath the long, straggly branches of an old willow tree.  Disillusioned by life with good reason to frown, for the world was intent on dragging me down and if that weren't enough to ruin my day, a young boy out of breath approached me, all tired from play.  He stood right before me with his head tilted down and said with great excitement, "Look what I found!"  In his hand was a flower, and what a pitiful sight
with its petals all worn - not enough rain, or too little light.  Wanting him to take his dead flower and go off to play, I faked a small smile and then shifted away.  But instead of retreating he sat next to my side and placed the flower to his nose and declared with overacted surprise, "It sure smells pretty and it's beautiful, too. That's why I picked it; here, it's for you."  The weed before me was dying or dead.  Not vibrant of colors, orange, yellow or red.  But I knew I must take it, or he might never leave.  So I reached for the flower, and replied, "Just 
what I need."   But instead of him placing the flower in my hand, he held it mid-air without reason or plan.  It was then that I noticed for the very first time that weed-toting boy could not see: he was blind.
I heard my voice quiver, tears shone like the sun as I thanked him for picking the very best one. "You're welcome," he smiled, and then ran off to play, Unaware of the impact he'd had on my day.  I sat there and wondered how he managed to see a self-pitying woman beneath an old willow tree.
How did he know of my self-indulged light?
Perhaps from his heart, he'd been blessed with true sight.  Through the eyes of a blind child, at last I could see the problem was not with the world; the problem was me.  And for all of those times I myself had been blind, I vowed to see the beauty in life, and appreciate every second that's mine.  And then I held that wilted flower up to my nose
and breathed in the fragrance of a beautiful rose and smiled as I watched that young boy, another weed in his hand about to change the life of an unsuspecting old man.

   



 November 2011   
	Sunday
	  Monday
	  Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	  Friday  
	Saturday

	
	
	1

6:00 AM

ZUMBA


	2

5:00 PM

ZUMBA

1:30

Deacons


	3

6:00 AM

ZUMBA


	4


	5

9:00

Bake Sale

Robinson’s Auction Barn



	6
9:00 - Prayer Circle

10:00 – Worship
Miriam Hathaway

11:00 -Coffee Hour

Daylight Savings Time Ends
	7
5:00 PM

ZUMBA
	8
6:00 AM

ZUMBA
	9

9:00 – 1:00

PAL

5:00 PM

ZUMBA

	10

6:00 AM

ZUMBA
	11

9:00 – 1:00

PAL




	12

8:00 AM

ZUMBA

9:00 AM

Morning Glories

	13
9:00 - Prayer Circle

10:00 - Worship

11:00 -Coffee Hour
Stewardship Sunday
	14

9:00 – 1:00
PAL

5:00

ZUMBA

6:30

Trustees

	15
6:00 AM

ZUMBA
	16

9:00 – 1:00

PAL

5:00 PM

ZUMBA

	17
6:00 AM

ZUMBA
	18
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	19
8:00 AM

ZUMBA



	20
9:00 - Prayer Circle

10:00 – Worship
Diane Meredith

11:00 -Coffee Hour
Thanksgiving Sunday
	21
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

5:00 PM

ZUMBA
6:30

Prudential Board
	22
6:00 AM

ZUMBA

	23

9:00 – 1:00

PAL

5:00 PM

ZUMBA

	24



12:30-3:00

Community Thanksgiving

Dinner
	25
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	26
 

	27
9:00 - Prayer Circle

10:00 – Worship
Janet Schwengber

11:00 -Coffee Hour
1st Sunday of Advent

Soup and sandwich lunch and

 Hanging of the 

 Greens  




	28

9:00 – 1:00

PAL

5:00 PM

ZUMBA
	29

6:00 AM
ZUMBA
	30

9:00 – 1:00

PAL

5:00 PM

ZUMBA

	
	
	


NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

4th

Cookie Richards



25th 

Dave Carroll
10th

Ernest Vail




26th

Chris Ogden
18th

Emily Richards



28th

Peg Holley
19th

Samantha Rodriguez












