THE CONNECTION
NOVEMBER 2009
First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Rev. Jennifer Matison Juliano

4 Mead Street, Walton, NY  13856

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9-12

Pastor Jennifer’s Office Hours are available by appointment.

Please call 865-4066 or 865-7579
Church Email:  waltonucc@frontiernet.net
Church Website: www.uccwalton.com

~ WHAT’S NEW ~

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING SERVICE
The Community Thanksgiving Service will be held on Sunday, November 22nd, 7:00 pm at the Assembly of God Church on Franklin Road, County Highway 21 in Walton.  This service is an opportunity to worship and give thanks as a community.  The offering will go to the local Food Bank. 

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER        


Our Church will once again host the Annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner on Thanksgiving Day, November 26th, 12:30-3:00.  You will find sign-up sheets on the table outside the Parlor for volunteers to bake turkeys, pies, breads; to help with food prep prior to, or on Thanksgiving Day.  You can also call the church office at 865-4066 to sign up.  It takes many people to make this dinner a success, please consider giving a helping hand.  See Lori Ogden or Pam Moody with questions.
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR 

The Annual Christmas Bazaar will be held on Saturday, November 28th as part of Spend the Day in Walton.  Any new or “slightly” used items or handmade gifts and Christmas items will be appreciated.  (No clothing please)
ADVENT BEGINS NOVEMBER 29TH!!     [image: image2.jpg]



Hanging of the Greens will take place on Sunday, November 29th following worship.  Bring a lunch and perhaps a goodie to share (drinks and chips provided) and together we will transform our church with the hope, love, joy, and peace of the Advent Season.
~ WHAT’S HAPPENING ~
SIMPLE SOUP SUPPER AND SHORT SERVICE



This month’s Simple Soup Supper and Short Service will be on November 11th at 6:00 pm.  Pastor Jennifer will be will have returned from her leave and will lead the Short Service beginning at 7:00 pm.  If you would like to provide a soup for the evening, please contact Patty VerNooy at 865-5745.



COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Tuesday, November 10th the Trustees meet at 6:30 pm.

Monday, November 16th the Prudential Board meets at 6:30 pm.

Wednesday, November 25th the Deacons meet at 6:15 pm.

Sunday, November 29th the Church in Society Committee will meet immediately following Worship.
LOOKING AHEAD
On Wednesday, December 2nd, Pastor Jennifer will offer an Advent Bible Study. This class will discuss and compare the story from the perspective of the Gospels.  Join us during this time of expectation and preparation to deepen your knowledge and understanding during the Advent Season.
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Being a Christian is like being a pumpkin. God lifts you up, takes you in, and washes all the dirt off of you. He opens you up, touches you deep inside and scoops out all the yucky stuff-- including the seeds of doubt, hate, greed, etc. Then He carves you a new smiling face and puts His light inside you to shine for all the world to see.  Submitted by:  Jeri Ogden

POETRY AND SMILES



Thankfulness
By:  Norma Vigus

As a child we were taught to show kindness
When we pass others by on our way.

Such as; “Thank you”, or “may I help you?”

Each will show we have manners that stay.

Let us pass thru the years till the present

As we celebrate that wonderful day.

And tell everybody who will listen

How luck came and decided to stay.

Now I’ve come to the end my story 

As the gifts that I treasure are dear.
As the work and the care of these people

Known as Jesus and God, and they’re here.

Love Bug
By:  Hazel O’Dell
I heard a cricket chirping

When the kids came in from play.

The food is on the table.

Now it’s time to pray.

As we gather together,

Let us think about each other

And friends along the way.

We should do much better

Planning another day.

He has given us His promise.

We will never be alone.

Until our life is over

And we are going home.

As we travel together along a fruitful way

Be sure to remember

To take the time to pray.
Checking out of the grocery store, I noticed that the bag boy was eyeing my two adopted children curiously.  They often draw scrutiny, since my son is a blond Russian, while my daughter has shiny black Haitian skin.  
The boy continued staring as he carried our groceries to the car.  Finally, he asked.  "Those your kids?"  "Yes, they are!"  I answered proudly.  "They adopted?" he asked.  "Yes," I replied.  "I thought so," he concluded.  "I figured you're too old to have kids that small."        Author unknown
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Stewardship asks for a careful balance
between reality and vision. The reality
of our church’s finances is harsh. Right
now without the endowment we would
not be able to keep the lights on in the
building and that endowment is rapidly
running out. One stewardship technique
the Trustees and I could employ is fear.
We better increase our giving or else...
But time and again the Bible speaks
against fear. Angels and prophets
deliver a message, “Fear not.” Jesus
tells us, “So do not be afraid.” While we
need to be honest with ourselves about
the state of the church’s budget, fear is
definitely not the solution. Fear tends to
paralyze us, keep us up at night, and
raise our blood pressure. Fear makes us
strike out at each other.

The writer of the First Letter of John
reminds us that the antidote to fear is
love. “There is no fear in love, but
perfect love casts out fear.” Here is
where vision comes in. Do we
remember it is the love of God that
brings us together in this church in the
first place? The church is a living
expression of Jesus’ love for his
followers. Let us remember some of the
ways in which the love of God comes
through the church and specifically
through the First Congregational Church
of Walton. Remember the warm
greetings shared during the passing of
the peace. Remember the meals
prepared and delivered to those in need
of a little extra care. Remember the
bustle of Thanksgiving dinner.
Remember the happy laughter of the
children participating in Mission:
Pneuma. Remember the shared tears of
funerals. Indeed there is much love to

be shared in this gathering of the people
of God.

Stewardship calls us to respond to this
love with love. God has entrusted us
with a precious gift: An opportunity to
give and receive the love of Christ as a
church. Stewardship is all about the
ways we invest ourselves in the gifts of
God. In these difficult economic times it
is easy to react from a place of fear.
Many of us continue to face uncertain
financial situations and giving is
definitely an act of faith. If we
remember all the love shared by this
church throughout its long history and
focus on a vision of all that this love is
able to give now and in the future then I
hope we all find the encouragement we
need to respond from a place of love
rather than one of fear.

I know it will not be easy, but I have
faith in the strength and power of the
love of Jesus Christ that lives in all of us.
This is a love that has carried the First
Congregational Church of Walton
through 216 years of shared history and
will lead it into the future. The reality
may be hard, but it is no match for a
vision of love.

Blessings,

farkn fersifen
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NOVEMBER 2009
	Sunday
	  Monday
	  Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	  Friday  
	Saturday

	1

11:00

Worship
Communion

Sunday


	2
9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies

2:30-4:30

Mission:  Pneuma


	3

9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies


	4


	5
	6


	7

Bake Sale at Robinson’s Auction Barn




	8
11:00

Worship

Pastor Jennifer returns
	9

9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies

2:30-4:30

Mission:  Pneuma


	10
9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies

6:30

Trustees


	11

6:00 Soup Supper




	12
	13


	14


	15
11:00

Worship


	16
9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies

2:30-4:30

Mission:  Pneuma

6:30

Prudential Board


	17

9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies


	18
	19


	20


	21



	22
11:00 

Worship
7:00
Community Thanksgiving Service
	23
9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies

2:30-4:30

Mission:  Pneuma


	24 

9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies


	25
6:15
Deacons 
	26

Community Thanksgiving Dinner
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	27


	28
Christmas Bazaar




	29
11:00 Worship
First Sunday of Advent
12:00

Church In Society

Hanging of the Greens
	30

9:00 – 1:00

Mothers and Babies

2:30-4:30

Mission:  Pneuma


	
	
	
	
	


NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

[image: image13.jpg]





[image: image14.jpg]




  [image: image15.jpg]



 4th

Cookie Richards

10th

Ernest Vail

18th

Emily Richards

19th

Samantha Rodriguez

Andrew McLemore

25th

David Carroll

26th

Chris Ogden

28th

Peg Holley

The secret of staying young is to live honestly, eat slowly, and lie about your age. - Lucille Ball
Just remember, once you're over the hill you begin to pick up speed. - Charles Schultz

I'm at an age when my back goes out more than I do.
- Phyllis Diller
When I was a boy of fourteen, my father was so ignorant I could hardly stand to have the old man around. But when I got to be twenty-one, I was astonished at how much he had learned in seven years.”
- Mark Twain[image: image16.jpg])
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