THE CONNECTION

October 2010
First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Reverend Jennifer Mary Kimball
4 Mead Street, Walton, NY  13856

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9-12

Pastor Jennifer’s Office Hours are available by appointment.

Please call 865-4066 or 434-5632
Church Email:  waltonucc@frontiernet.net
Church Website: www.uccwalton.com

~ WHAT’S NEW ~
Bible Study Is Back

Bible Study will meet the first and third Wednesdays of the month from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. in the Parlor.  Inspired by “Like a Tree”: A Prayer and Visioning Opportunity each Bible Study will begin with a time of prayer.  We will study the Scripture/s for the upcoming Sunday for the months of October and November.  October 6 we will study Luke 17:11-19 and October 20 Joel 2:23-32.   

Like a Tree” Dish-to-Pass Meeting October 24 at 11:30

The Wednesday evening meetings of “Like a Tree”:  A Prayer and Visioning Opportunity concluded on September 29.  On October 24 the first monthly dish-to-pass meeting will be held.  All are invited to attend to share in this time of prayer and conversation over a good meal.  For more information see Pastor Jennifer’s “Like a Tree” update included in this newsletter.
Simple Soup Supper and Short Service

The Deacons decided to put the monthly Simple Soup Supper and Short Services on hold until December.  On December 8 an Advent Service and Soup Supper will be held.
Congratulations!
Please note Pastor Jennifer’s name changed to Jennifer Mary Kimball.
Welcome Tracia!

September 21 was Tracia Muller’s first day in the office as church secretary.  

If you are at the church stop in and introduce yourself to Tracia.
Hello,

I would like to tell you a little about myself. I grew up in Hamden. After graduating from Delaware Academy I moved to Walton. In 2005 I bought my own home, here in Walton. I am happy to say that I will be getting baptized in November. I am enjoying the job as Church Secretary and I can’t wait to meet everybody.

Sincerely,

Tracia Muller
~ WHAT’S HAPPENING ~

MISSION:  PNEUMA
The 2010-2011 Mission:  Pneuma began on September 13 with a joyful reunion of returning participants and a warm welcome for newcomers.  The children are learning the 23rd Psalm with the help of Woolie (a sheep puppet).  There is still space available for more children so if you know of anyone who might be interested in the program, please invite them to check it out.  Thank you to all the people who volunteer their time to make this program possible.  Please note Mission:  Pneuma will not meet on October 11.
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October Worship Schedule

Worship 10:00 am

	DATE
	SUNDAY
	SCRIPTURE
	THEME

	October 3
	World Communion Sunday

Neighbors in Need Offering
	Luke 17:5-10
	Doing what we ought to do

	October 10
	
	Luke 17:11-19
	Did you remember to say thank you?

	October 17
	Heritage Sunday


	Luke 18:1-8
	Keep on bothering

	October 24
	
	Joel 2:23-32
	Let it rain

	October 31
	Reformation Sunday


	2 Thessalonians 

1:1-4, 11-12
	Worthy of the call


Canned Vegetables for Walton Food Bank

Our September Pasta Collection was a huge success with over forty boxes of pasta donated to the Walton Food Bank!  For the month of October we will be collecting canned vegetables for the food bank.  Here is an opportunity to thank God for the bountiful harvests in our lives by giving canned vegetables to those in need in our own community.  

We have received a letter from Vabina Meyers, Director of the Walton Food Bank.  She states that food donations have been down for several months.  During these difficult times the demand for food has increased.  The Food Bank serves 80 – 95 families each month and is seriously in need of food.  Please try to help.  Food items can be placed in the Narthex.  

Looking Ahead…


Walton Walks for Hunger

The first annual Walton Walks for Hunger will be held on November 7.  This walk will be similar to the CROP Walk but a higher percentage of the proceeds will be used to address hunger here in Walton.  40% of the money raised will be sent to Church World Service for hunger and 60% will go to the Walton Food Bank.  Registration forms and more information will be available soon.   

Mission:  Pneuma Thanksgiving Open House on November 8.
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1 arrived at the tenth session of “Like a Tree”: A Prayer and Visioning Opportunity expecting to
cancel the meeting due to lack of participation. I had come to think that the group had gone as far as it
was going to go. But five committed people showed up and I do believe we had a breakthrough that
night! One important insight to emerge in the previous weeks was the limit of “people power” here at
the church. Any plan for the future must seriously consider the energy and time the members’ have
available to give. This means we must be focused and intentional in our planning. After weeks of prayer
and discussion two priorities came into focus during the September 22 conversation: Mission: Pneuma
and Building Rentals.

One major goal of our weekly time together has been to discern how the First Congregational
Church, UCC could strengthen its mission. A major reason for coming together as a church is to follow
Jesus’ life-giving example. One question always before is how can we give of ourselves? Perhaps the
answer has been here all along. We are already giving through Mission: Pneuma! The after school
program is just beginning its fourth year and the content is stronger than ever. We have more support
and staff than ever before. We have seen time and again how their time of worship, play, snacks, and
crafts has touched the children and the staff. Instead of scattering our energy to try to start something
new, let us commit to building and strengthening the mission we have.

Our church building is both an asset and a challenge. The second priority to come to light during
our meeting is to work on increasing rentals of church space so the building will work to support itself.
Between the Fellowship Hall, kitchen, parlor, and various classrooms the First Congregational Church
has the potential to provide needed space for local events such as wedding receptions, reunions,
fundraisers, meetings, and other functions. This avenue requires getting the word out that there are nice
spaces available at reasonable rates through advertising and publicity.

Nothing new emerged from our time of prayer and visioning. Instead our visioning is focusing
on using what we already have to further our commitment to Jesus the Christ. Now the time is coming
to transition from visioning and talking to action. The Wednesday evening gatherings of “Like a Tree”
conclude on September 29. On October 24 our first monthly Sunday “dish-to-pass™ prayer and visioning
meeting will be held at 11:30 in the Parlor. All are invited and encouraged to attend. Even though we
are moving into the action phase, prayer will continue to be our foundation. Let us not underestimate the
role prayer has played in helping us to define our priorities. Remember, God is still speaking...Let’s

keep listening and following God’s word.

Lok foundn
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THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR THE
BEAUTIFUL WEDDING RECEPTION!

It was more than John and I ever imagined it
would be. Family and friends, excellent
food, fun music, and lots of special touches
that made for a day we will never forget.
Thank you for your generosity and all the
hard work that made it possible.

This whole wedding experience was quite a
lesson in scarcity versus abundance for me.
There are two ways in which we are able to
approach life. The first one is with a
scarcity mentality where we never feel as if
we have enough. According to Walter
Brueggemann this belief makes us greedy,
mean, and unneighborly. We are always in
competition with others because we assume
their blessings come right out of our
pockets. If there is not enough then we
cannot possibly share what we have with
others because we will then certainly run out
of what we need.

Our other option is to live with a mentality
of abundance believing there is enough,
more than enough of what we need. This
belief makes us generous because we know
we are blessed and we want to share our
blessings with others. You may have
guessed already that the message of the
Bible and Jesus is one of abundance. God
has more than provided for God’s creation.
It is the responsibility of the people of God
to receive these blessings with grateful
hearts and generously share them with
others.

Experience has shown me time and again
that when I approach life from a perspective
of abundance there is always more than
enough. When I give of my offering to the
church first, there is always enough to pay
my bills. When I share food with others
everyone at the table is always well fed.

When John and I invited lots of family and
friends to share in our wedding thanks to the
generosity of everyone involved there was
plenty of fun, room, and food for all. In the
weeks leading up to the wedding, I never
imagined it would be possible to bring all
our guests together for a whole weekend, but
things fell into place beautifully (better than
I ever could have planned).

Yes, but...but what about mothers who
cannot feed their babies, families losing
their homes, sick people unable to afford
prescriptions and the list goes on. The
problem of course, is not the mindset of
people who struggle so, but rather the fact
that so many of us are stuck in a scarcity rut.
We convince ourselves there is not enough
so we better hoard what we have and take as
much as we can and not even think about
giving. And this line of thinking proves to
be true for those who embrace it. To quote
Brueggemann, “This story ends in despair.
It gives us a present tense of anxiety, fear,
greed, and brutality. It produces child and
wife abuse, indifference to the poor, the
buildup of armaments, divisions between
people, and environmental racism. It tells us
not to care about anyone but ourselves-and it
is the prevailing creed of American
society.” And it stands in total
contradiction to the life-giving example of
Jesus the Christ.

As followers of Christ we are called to
embrace the biblical assurance of
abundance. God’s creation is good and
plentiful and when we share our blessings
with others we are all blessed. The next
time we are asked to give of ourselves
whether it be time, money, or other
resources let us remind ourselves before we
respond of how God gives to us. Then let us
follow our Creator’s living example.
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! From “The Liturgy of Abundance, the Myth of
Scarcity,” in The Clergy Journal July/August 2003.









OCTOBER 2010
	Sunday
	  Monday
	  Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	  Friday  
	Saturday

	
	
	
	
	
	1

	2


	3
10:00
Worship
World

Communion
	4
2:30 Mission:
Pneuma

	5
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	6
6:30 Bible Study
	7
	8

	9


	10
10:00
Worship

	11
Columbus Day
	12
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

6:30

Trustees

	13

	14

	15

	16


	17
10:00 

Worship
Heritage Sunday
	18
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

2:30 – 4:30

Mission:  Pneuma

6:30 Prudential Board
	19 

9:00 – 1:00

PAL

	20
6:30 Bible Study
	21

	22

	23


	24
10:00 Worship
11:30 “Like A Tree” Dish-To-Pass

	25
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

2:30 – 4:30

Mission:  Pneuma
6:30 Deacons
	26
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	27

	28
	29
	30

	31

10:00 Worship
11:00 Church in Society
	
	
	
	
	
	


OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
3rd


Ginny O’Dell


26th

Edna Gertz
13th


Jerry VerNooy


27th

Jeri Ogden
15th


Bob Pope



28th

Pam Moody



Roger Bowker


31st

Marthena Signor
18th


Betty Vail





Bill Vigus



Marge Dutcher

23rd


Theresa Coffin

BLUE ROSE 

Having four visiting family members, my wife was very busy, so I offered to go to the store for her to get some needed items, which included light bulbs, paper towels, trash bags, detergent, and milk. So off I went. 

I scurried around the store, gathered up my goodies, and headed for the checkout counter, only to be blocked in the narrow aisle by a young man who appeared to be about sixteen-years-old. I wasn't in a hurry, so I patiently waited for the boy to realize that I was there. This was when he waved his hands excitedly in the air and declared in a loud voice, "Mommy, I'm over here." 

It was obvious now, he was mentally challenged, and also startled as he turned and saw me standing so close to him, waiting to squeeze by. His eyes widened and surprise exploded on his face as I said, "Hey Buddy, what's your name?" 

"My name is Denny and I'm shopping with my Mommy," he responded proudly. "Wow," I said, "that's a cool name; I wish my name was Denny, but my name is Steve." 

"Steve, like Stevarino?" he asked. 

"Yes," I answered. "How old are you Denny?" 

“How old am I now, Mommy?" he asked his mother as she slowly came over from the next aisle.. "You're fifteen-years-old Denny; now be a good boy and let the man pass by." 

I acknowledged her and continued to talk to Denny for several more minutes about summer, bicycles, and school. I watched his brown eyes dance with excitement because he was the center of someone's attention. He then abruptly turned and headed toward the toy section. 

Denny's mom had a puzzled look on her face and thanked me for taking the time to talk with her son. She told me that most people wouldn't even look at him, much less talk to him. I told her that it was my pleasure and then I said something I have no idea where it came from, other than by the prompting of the Holy Spirit. 

I told her that there are plenty of red, yellow, and pink roses in God's Garden; however, "Blue Roses" are very rare and should be appreciated for their beauty and distinctiveness. You see, Denny is a Blue Rose and if someone doesn't stop and smell that rose with their heart and touch that rose with their kindness, then they've missed a blessing from God. 
She was silent for a second, then with a tear in her eye she asked, "Who are you?" 

Without thinking I said, "Oh, I'm probably just a dandelion but I sure I love living in God's garden." 

She reached out, squeezed my hand, and said, "God bless you!" and then I had tears in my eyes. 

May I suggest that the next time you see a BLUE ROSE, don't turn your head and walk off. Take the time to smile and say Hello. Why? Because, by the grace of GOD, this mother or father could be you. This could be your child, grandchild, niece, or nephew. What a difference a moment can mean to that person or their family. 

From an old dandelion! 

Live simply. Love generously. Care deeply. Speak kindly. Leave the rest to God. 

OCTOBER IS NATIONAL DISABILITIES AWARENESS MONTH






