THE CONNECTION

September 2011
First Congregational Church, United Church of Christ
Reverend Jennifer Kimball
4 Mead Street, Walton, NY 13856

Church Office Hours:  Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9-12

Pastor Jennifer’s Office Hours are available by appointment.

Please call 865-4066 or 434-5632
Church Email:  waltonucc@frontiernet.net
Church Website: www.uccwalton.com

~ WHAT’S HAPPENING ~

Food Bank Ministry 


For the month of September our church will donate canned fruit to the Food Bank.
Food items can be placed under the display as you enter the Sanctuary.   The Food Bank is desperately in need of food.  Won’t you please give a helping hand?





Join us for cake and ice cream as we celebrate Matison’s second birthday.




PLACE:
Kimball House (722 Left Pines Brook)




DATE:
Friday, September 9, 2011




TIME:
6:00 pm
Farewell Dinner



A Farewell Dinner is planned for Pastor Jennifer and family on Saturday, September 17th at 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Please bring a dish-to-pass and your table service.  Pastor Jennifer’s last day will be Sunday, September 18th.



“I can stand what I know.  It’s what I don’t know that frightens me.”





~Francis Newton
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When we come forward to receive
Communion, drops of grape juice and
crumbs of bread gather on the carpet at our
feet. By the next Sunday somebody has
come and vacuumed away the remnants of
the sacrament. But grape juice inevitably
leaves its mark behind. Month after month,
layer upon layer, our sharing of Jesus’ holy
meal imprints the carpet of the sanctuary
much as our time together week after week
imprints our souls.

When I arrived in Walton I knew a lot of
theory about church life. My six years
serving as your pastor have taught me what
it means to live in a community of faith.
Being part of a church family means there
are people who really care about you. I
cannot tell you how much your friendship
means to me. I remember countless phone
calls, cards, visits, and meals at the times I
needed them most. I remember announcing
my pregnancy for Chloe and hearing the
exclamation, “We’re having a baby!” As
part of a faith community, one does not have
to ever laugh or cry alone. Joys and sorrows
are shared.

Being part of a church means learning to
live with imperfection. Communion
occasionally turns out to be garlic bread
dipped in grape juice. Communion trays
occasionally need to be emptied of flood
waters. Words that need to be spoken are
sometimes not given voice or not heard.
Other times we say words that hurt. But
somehow God’s grace shines forth in our
imperfect attempts to walk in the ways of
Jesus.

One of the greatest blessings of my time in
Walton is the stories. Many of you are
natural born storytellers (especially the
Trustees it turns out). Some family stories I

have heard enough times I feel like I was
there. Sometimes I wish I was there (As
tempting as it is, I will not mention any
names here). Then there are the marvelous
stories we have created with each other.
There are stories of worships and meals and
working together.

Ultimately, being part of a church family
means learning to live with the cycles of
life, death, and resurrection. In my
relatively short time here in Walton, I have
baptized two babies, announced a divorce,
and got married all in the sanctuary. I think
of you with a history here that goes back
generations and think of all the births,
weddings, and deaths you have brought into
this place. God’s house is big enough to
hold them. God’s family is strong enough to
see them all through. Life moves to death
and then to new life. Jesus showed us that.
The church year reminds of that. Every
baptism and funeral declares our belief in
that. May that resurrection assurance of our
faith carry us all through this time of
transition when we again journey from death
to new life.

If you look closely at the carpet in the front
of the sanctuary, you will see splatters of
grape juice from Communion. What we
share in the name of Jesus Christ, whether it
be a Communion Meal, worship, or
fellowship cannot be undone. Like grape
juice it stains our soul. Whether we are
together or apart, it becomes a piece of who
we are.

Thank you so much for the privilege of
being your pastor and part of your family.

With love,
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    SEPTEMBER 2011   
	Sunday
	  Monday
	  Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	  Friday  
	Saturday

	
	
	
	
	1
	2
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	3


	4
10:00
Worship
11:00 

Coffee Hour

	5



	6

	7
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

2:00
Deacons


	8

	9
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	10


	11
10:00
Worship
11:00 

Coffee Hour

Rally Day
	12

9:00 – 1:00
PAL

6:30

Trustees

	13

	14
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	15

	16
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	17
6:00

Farewell Dinner

	18
10:00

Worship

11:00 

Coffee Hour

Pastor Jennifer’s last day
 
	19
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

6:30

Prudential Board
	20

	21
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

International Day of Peace



	22

	23
9:00 – 1:00

PAL

First Day of Autumn



	24
 

	25
10:00 
Worship
11:00 

Coffee Hour
	26
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	27

	28
9:00 – 1:00

PAL


	29
	30
	


SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
        

      

10
Matison Michele Juliano


14th
Betty and Ernest Vail


13
Nikki Bowker


16
Brian Caruso



19
Briana Ogden



22
Louise Carman



27
Lynn Robinson



28
Bill Thomson






