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Connecting God’s People Through Love








A Note from Janet

ACTS OF THE APOSTLES

During the season of Pentecost it is always good to read the Acts of the Apostle’s
written by Luke. The Acts describes the beginning of the early church and all the
problems and issues that arose during its development. In chapter 21 we read of
Paul and his visit to Jerusalem to meet with the apostles. Paul was not one of the
twelve so there was a rift about how to recognize Paul as a preacher and teacher.
Yet Paul was responsible for the establishment of many churches, especially
among the gentiles. In chapter 20 Paul presents his parting words to the leaders of
the church in Ephesus, a large congregation. He basically says a farewell to them
as he makes his way to Rome, possibly knowing he will never return.
Paul reminds us that every human life faces moments of farewell. We are not
permanent residents of earth. We all must leave to be called elsewhere, not to earth,
but to God.

Many of us have said farewell to those whom we have known and loved. It is at
funerals we launch them into a new mode of existence of which we know nothing
about – except from the words and teachings of Christ. It is not easy to explain
what happens after death has taken someone away. But in John’s first letter we are
told: “It has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when it is
revealed we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is” (1 John 3:2). It is
a mystery what this totally means, but the Apostles clearly taught of their
confidence in the resurrection of the body and life everlasting with Christ. They
were all members of Christ’s journeys and so are we. Our faith grounds our hope
in a blessed future of the resurrection and that we shall become one with God!

Pastor Janet

Pastor Janet will be on vacation for the first three weeks in August. Communion will take place on Sunday, July 30 rather than on August 6.

Moderators’ Message

As June comes to an end, the controversy over “Pride Month” will fade away for another year, and we will move into July, a month marked by patriotism and civic pride. I am proud to be a member of First Congregational Church of Walton-UCC, Walton’s only open and affirming church. I am also a proud and patriotic American. Sometimes my faith and my patriotism seem to be in conflict as I observe the political and social norms evolving in this country I love.

When that conflict happens, I turn to the foundations of my church and my faith.  We are now in the season after Pentecost, known as Ordinary Time. UCC.org says, “The longest season of the liturgical calendar is filled with Sundays called ‘Ordinary Time.’ It begins with Trinity Sunday and ends with the Reign of Christ. We move from concentrating on the event of Christ in the world and shift to the impact of being in Christ in the world. A life in the unity of the Trinity is one of being shaped and sent daily in the image and in the purpose of Holy Love.”

As co-moderator, I am cognizant of the need to keep our small but mighty flock aligned to the greater church. So, in this ordinary time, I share our beliefs as the bedrock of our decision making and as a roadmap for our journey to “being Christ in the world.”

Our Beliefs
· We believe in the triune God: Creator, resurrected Christ, the sole Head of the church, and the Holy Spirit, who guides and brings about the creative and redemptive work of God in the world.
· We believe that each person is unique and valuable. It is the will of God that every person belongs to a family of faith where they have a strong sense of being valued and loved.
· We believe that each person is on a spiritual journey and that each of us is at a different stage of that journey.
· We believe that the persistent search for God produces an authentic relationship with God, engendering love, strengthening faith, dissolving guilt, and giving life purpose and direction.
· We believe that all of the baptized ‘belong body and soul to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.’ No matter who – no matter what – no matter where we are on life’s journey – notwithstanding race, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, class or creed – we all belong to God and to one worldwide community of faith. All persons baptized – past, present and future – are connected to each other and to God through the sacrament of baptism. We baptize during worship when the community is present because baptism includes the community’s promise of ‘love, support and care’ for the baptized – and we promise that we won’t take it back – no matter where your journey leads you.
· We believe that all people of faith are invited to join Christ at Christ’s table for the sacrament of Communion. Just as many grains of wheat are gathered to make one loaf of bread and many grapes are gathered to make one cup of wine, we, the many people of God, are made one in the body of Christ, the church. The breaking of bread and the pouring of wine reminds us of the costliness of Christ’s sacrifice and the discipleship to which we are all called. In the breaking of bread, we remember and celebrate Christ’s presence among us along with a ‘cloud of witnesses’ – our ancestors, family and friends who have gone before us. It is a great mystery; we claim it by faith.
· We believe the UCC is called to be a united and uniting church. “That they may all be one.” (John 17:21) “In essentials–unity, in nonessentials–diversity, in all things–charity,” These UCC mottos survive because they touch core values deep within us. The UCC has no rigid formulation of doctrine or attachment to creeds or structures. Its overarching creed is love. UCC pastors and teachers are known for their commitment to excellence in theological preparation, interpretation of the scripture and justice advocacy. Even so, love and unity in the midst of our diversity are our greatest assets.
· We believe that God calls us to be servants in the service of others and to be good stewards of the earth’s resources. ‘To believe is to care; to care is to do.’
· We believe that the UCC is called to be a prophetic church. As in the tradition of the prophets and apostles, God calls the church to speak truth to power, liberate the oppressed, care for the poor and comfort the afflicted.
· We believe in the power of peace, and work for nonviolent solutions to local, national, and international problems.
· We are a people of possibility. In the UCC, members, congregations and structures have the breathing room to explore and to hear … for after all, God is still speaking,…
My prayer for us in July is that our common purpose will be to live “in the unity of the Trinity, being shaped and sent daily in the image and in the purpose of Holy Love.”

May your July be blessed!

Diane Meredith


Treasurer’s Report

May 2023 Offering Information
Monthly amount needed to meet the yearly budget of $88,475:  $7,373

May Offering:  $1,400.75

Many thanks to all of you for not only your money but your time and talents.

Marc





Delaware County to host Department of Defense
 Innovative Readiness Training Program July 11-19 2023

The Delaware County Board of Supervisors is pleased to announce a joint mission of the U.S. military and the County of Delaware with an Innovative Readiness Training (IRT) mission. IRT is a federally supported program through the US Department of Defense to ready military personnel for future potential deployment missions across the nation and throughout the world. Through the IRT program, military units are paired with communities willing to partner with them as a real-world field experience.
The IRT event will be held July 11th through the 19th and will be open as a “walk in” service to any person wanting to attend, where military personnel will provide Delaware County residents with no cost health exams, youth sports physicals, eye exams and glass prescriptions, dental exams and procedures, behavioral health screenings and veterinary care for domestic household pets.
As the host community, the Walton Central School District has very graciously volunteered to provide operations space at the Walton High School Complex. Delaware County will operate a command center at New Hope Church, and the Delaware County Board of Supervisors will be providing security, managing traffic flow, assisting with patient flow and organizing continuity of care services for those in need. 
Partnering with Delaware County, Delaware Opportunities will provide volunteers to assist on-site during the event and organize a community resource area where local services providers will be available to assist with long term care needs and services. If you are interested in volunteering to help with this event, please contact Delaware Opportunities at (607) 746-1600. Additionally, regional medical services through United Health Services in Walton, Bassett Health Care and Westchester Medical are participating to assist patients and provide additional services through their facilities.
Upcoming Events

· July – Vacation Bible School, First Baptist Church, Walton

· July 15 & 29, 11:30 am – The Gathering Table – free community lunch. Please contact Loraine Davila if you would like to volunteer.

· August 13 - Vesper Service, 6 pm, at the Walton Fairgrounds



Loraine Davila will be going to the food bank on the last Tuesday of the month with any food donations brought to the sanctuary throughout the month.
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	

	
	
	
	
	
	1
Elijah's Closet
10-2

	2   5th Sunday after Pentecost

Worship 10 AM
Communion
Coffee Hour

	3

	4
	5

	6
	7
Elijah's Closet
10-2


	8
Elijah's Closet
10-2

The Gathering Table 11:30-1:30


	9   6th Sunday after Pentecost 

Worship 10 AM
Deacons after service

	10

	11

	12
Elijah’s Closet Mtg.
4:45
	13

	14
Elijah's Closet
10-2


	15
Elijah's Closet
10-2

	16   7th  Sunday after Pentecost

Worship 10 AM


	17
 


	18

	19

	20
 

	21
Elijah's Closet
10-2


	22
Elijah's Closet
10-2

The Gathering Table 11:30-1:30



	23 8th Sunday after Pentecost
 
 Worship 10 AM


	24
Church In Society Mtg.
6:30 @ Church

	25
	 26
	27
	28
Elijah's Closet
10-2
Prudential Board Mtg.
3:30
	29
Elijah's Closet
10-2


	30  9th Sunday after Pentecost

Worship 10 AM

	31









Revised Common Lectionary

The readings used at our weekly worship service and in most Mainline Protestant Churches and in Roman Catholic Churches are from a list of assigned readings known as The New Revised Common Lectionary. In our Congregational tradition, pastors are encouraged to use the assigned readings but it is not mandatory.

I personally prefer to follow the readings and I mainly focus on the Gospel lessons for my meditation. It gives me and you a structure through which we can study and learn from the teachings of the scripture of the Word (Logos) of God in our midst.

The readings for January: (You are encouraged to read them as well)

               Date                     1st Reading                Alternate 1st                    2nd Reading                  Gospel
                                             and Psalm                Reading and
                                                                                   Psalm

	Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
July 2, 2023

	Genesis 22:1-14

Psalm 13
	Jeremiah 28:5-9

Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18
	Romans 6:12-23
	Matthew 10:40-42

	Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
July 9, 2023

	Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67

Psalm 45:10-17
or
Song of Solomon 2:8-13
	Zechariah 9:9-12

Psalm 145:8-14
	Romans 7:15-25a
	Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30

	Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 16, 2023

	Genesis 25:19-34

Psalm 119:105-112
	Isaiah 55:10-13

Psalm 65:(1-8), 9-13
	Romans 8:1-11
	Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

	Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 23, 2023

	Genesis 28:10-19a

Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24
	Wisdom of Solomon 12:13, 16-19
or
Isaiah 44:6-8

Psalm 86:11-17
	Romans 8:12-25
	Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

	Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
July 30, 2023

	Genesis 29:15-28

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b
or
Psalm 128
	1 Kings 3:5-12

Psalm 119:129-136
	Romans 8:26-39
	Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52






Red Cross Seeking Blood Donors
The Red Cross is having two upcoming blood drives in Walton.
	Thursday, July 11,  1:30 – 6:00 , Pines Brook Church, 1444 Pines Brook Road
	Monday, July 17,   12:00-5:00,  Watershed Agricultural Council, 44 West St.
To schedule an appointment or to donate call 1-800-733-2767 or visit redcrossblood.org
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